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 Forew

ord 
 For decades, local com

m
unities have deplored the lack of control they have in planning m

atters im
pacting on their tow

ns and villages.  U
nder the Localism

 
Act 2011 com

m
unities now

 have the opportunity to positively shape their com
m

unities through the creation of a N
eighbourhood Developm

ent Plan.   

 “N
eighbourhood planning gives com

m
unities direct pow

er to develop a shared vision for their neighbourhood and shape the developm
ent and grow

th of 
their local area.”  
(DCLG, Planning Practice Guidance: 2014) 

In Royal W
ootton Bassett, w

e began by reaching out to the com
m

unity to discover w
hat it w

as people really w
anted.  W

e consulted at public m
eetings, in 

our schools, on-line and through publications circulating locally.  W
e then brought together all that inform

ation and w
ith the help of volunteers from

 the 
com

m
unity, began to w

rite policies that w
ould m

ake sense for our tow
n and w

ould reflect the view
s 

of local people.   Every policy is based upon the inform
ation received in the consultation, and 

aim
s to guide developm

ent in a w
ay that is positive for the future of the tow

n, as articulated 
by local people. 

O
nce the N

eighbourhood Developm
ent Plan has passed independent exam

ination and 
com

m
unity referendum

, it w
ill be used by W

iltshire Council in helping to determ
ine planning 

decisions affecting Royal W
ootton Bassett, allow

ing local people’s voices to be heard in the 
planning system

. 

 M
ike Leighfield 

Chairm
an, RW

B N
eighbourhood Plan Steering Group.  

M
arch 2017 
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 1 Introduction 
 1.1 W

hat is N
eighbourhood 

Planning? 

N
eighbourhood Developm

ent Plans offer 
com

m
unities the opportunity to shape their 

environm
ent and have m

ore influence over 
planning decisions taken w

hich affect them
.  

They are developed by the com
m

unity, but 
provided they achieve necessary legislative 
m

ilestones, they becom
e “m

ade” and are 
used by the Local Planning Authority in 
determ

ining planning applications.  
N

eighbourhood Developm
ent Plans m

ust be 
in general conform

ity w
ith the strategic 

policies of the developm
ent plan, in this case 

the W
iltshire Core Strategy, adopted on 20 

January 2015.   

N
eighbourhood Developm

ent Plans m
ust have 

regard to the N
ational Planning Policy 

Fram
ew

ork 2012 w
hich sets out the structure 

for the planning of sustainable developm
ent.  

The W
iltshire Core Strategy is the strategic 

plan for W
iltshire, and provides both generic 

and place-based policies to guide 
developm

ent.  The W
iltshire Core Strategy 

provides the local context for the 
N

eighbourhood Developm
ent Plan, w

hose 
policies and proposals m

ust be in general 
conform

ity w
ith its policies.   

The N
eighbourhood Developm

ent Plan offers 
the specific, place-based detail to show

 the 
type of developm

ent local people w
ould like 

to see, and show
s the appropriate locations 

for this.  In draw
ing up the N

eighbourhood 
Developm

ent Plan for Royal W
ootton Bassett, 

the principal aim
 w

as to m
eet the needs and 

aspirations of our com
m

unity in a sustainable 
w

ay. 

To align w
ith the W

iltshire Core Strategy, the 
plan period of the N

eighbourhood Plan is 2017 
to 2026.  

1.2 Sustainability 

There are m
any definitions of sustainable 

developm
ent, but the m

ost w
idely used one is 

from
 the W

orld Com
m

ission on Environm
ent 

and Developm
ent, presented in 1987. It states 

that sustainable developm
ent is 

“Developm
ent that m

eets the needs of the 
present w

ithout com
prom

ising the ability of 
future generations to m

eet their ow
n needs.”  

Sustainable developm
ent prom

otes the idea 
that Social, Environm

ental and Econom
ic 

progress are all attainable w
ithin the lim

its of 
our earth’s natural resources. In planning for 
the future of our ow

n com
m

unity, w
e should 

seek to balance these three elem
ents.   

The process of N
eighbourhood Developm

ent 
Plan w

riting, and the Plan and supporting 
docum

ents them
selves have been subjected 

to Strategic Environm
ental Assessm

ent, to 
ensure that they have evaluated all possible 
alternatives and designed policies to achieve 
the m

ost sustainable outcom
es.  This 

m
onitoring and review

 process is one of the 
safeguarding m

ethods, along w
ith constantly 

referring to higher level policy at local and 
national level, w

hich w
ill help to ensure the 
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 creation of a balanced, credible 
N

eighbourhood Developm
ent Plan w

hich w
ill 

be deliverable and im
plem

ented through the 
developm

ent m
anagem

ent system
. 

1.3 Achieving the aim
s of the 

com
m

unity 

In seeking to control and guide developm
ent 

in Royal W
ootton Bassett in a w

ay w
hich 

m
eets the social part of the sustainability 

equation, it is essential to find out w
hat the 

aim
s of the com

m
unity are. The 

N
eighbourhood Developm

ent Plan process 
has therefore included substantial elem

ents of 
public consultation. In addition, the w

ork of 
the Com

m
unity Led Plan has been an 

im
portant foundation in setting the 

N
eighbourhood Developm

ent Plan policies.  It 
is recognised that understanding and 
prom

oting the social elem
ents of 

sustainability is key to the success of the Plan 
as a w

hole and for this reason, the com
m

unity 
consultation has included the “softer” 
elem

ents, gathering inform
ation on social 

facilities, recreation, health facilities, 
education and patterns of travel.  These 
elem

ents form
ed a substantial part of the 

inform
ation collected in the Issues stage of 

the Plan developm
ent, w

hen w
e asked w

hat 
people like about living in Royal W

ootton 
Bassett and how

 it could be im
proved in the 

future. 

1.4 Prom
oting the 

econom
y 

O
riginally called 

W
odeton, a clearing in 

the w
oods, our tow

n 
w

as a desirable place 
for settlem

ent due to 
its hill top location. 
Above the clay ground 
of the Dauntsey Vale, 
atop a ridge of 
perm

eable corallian 
lim

estone, the location 
benefits from

 this 
geology w

hich results 
in a line of springs. 
W

ith w
ater, stone and 

tim
ber to hand and 

productive hunting forests and 
farm

land surrounding it, W
odeton thrived.  

Granted a royal charter to hold a m
arket in 

1219, Royal W
ootton Bassett has been a 

m
arket tow

n for nearly eight hundred years. 
The tow

n still holds a w
eekly m

arket, and in 
every other respect it can be considered a 
“m

arket tow
n” – acting as a centre for goods 

and services to its ow
n inhabitants and for 

surrounding villages.  

Still to this day the tow
n’s 

econom
y has strong links 

w
ith agriculture, 

construction and 
com

m
erce. The strategic 

location of the tow
n and 

its neighbouring 
settlem

ent of Sw
indon 

no doubt helped in 
ensuring that successive 
w

aves of transport 
infrastructure cam

e to 
the tow

n: the form
er 

W
iltshire &

 Berkshire 
Canal; the Great W

estern 
Railw

ay and the M
4 

m
otorw

ay.  

Even before the advent of the 
Great W

estern Railw
ay, Sw

indon w
as the 

larger tow
n; but it w

as the construction of the 
railw

ay w
orks at Sw

indon, and the subsequent 
engineering and technological legacy, that 
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 spurred its grow
th, w

hilst Royal W
ootton 

Bassett grew
 at a m

ore organic pace. These 
days it is therefore, econom

ically, 
overshadow

ed by Sw
indon. M

any of Royal 
W

ootton Bassett’s population com
m

ute into 
Sw

indon for w
ork; this is only too evident 

during the m
orning and evening rush hours, 

w
hen junction 16 of the M

4 acts as a bottle 
neck for com

m
uting traffic.  The Royal 

W
ootton Bassett and Cricklade Com

m
unity 

area as a w
hole has a very high level of car 

ow
nership, w

ith 51.5%
 com

m
uting to w

ork by 
car, com

pared to only 3.6%
 using public 

transport (source: Joint Strategic Assessm
ent 

2013-2015) 

In seeking to prom
ote the econom

ic progress 
of our com

m
unity, the N

eighbourhood 
Developm

ent Plan has to both m
aintain and 

build upon the m
arket tow

n pedigree, and at 
the sam

e tim
e encourage em

ploym
ent grow

th 
to reduce dependence on, and com

m
uting to, 

Sw
indon. 

1.5 Preserving our environm
ent 

Royal W
ootton Bassett is a distinct settlem

ent 
w

ith an identifiable character. Its hill top 
location, surrounded by productive farm

land 

on the edge of an escarpm
ent m

akes it “easy 
to read”. The N

eighbourhood Developm
ent 

Plan needs to ensure that the features w
hich 

m
ake the tow

n distinct and give it its 
identifiable character are m

aintained.  The 
heritage of the tow

n is very im
portant, and 

there are a num
ber of prom

inent Listed 
Buildings w

ithin the tow
n centre (as show

n on 
Plan 3), including the Tow

n Hall and St 
Bartholom

ew
’s Church.  M

aintaining robust 
and m

eaningful gaps or buffers betw
een the 

tow
n and neighbouring settlem

ents is 
im

portant for this reason. The N
eighbourhood 

Developm
ent Plan needs also to encourage 

only developm
ent w

hich is sym
pathetic to our 

landscape setting – recognising and protecting 
obvious and not-so-obvious physical 
boundaries such as roads, w

ater courses and 
other geographical and m

an-m
ade features. 

At the sam
e tim

e, it is im
portant to 

acknow
ledge that no tow

n can exist in 
isolation, and so com

m
unication w

ith 
neighbouring settlem

ents and the w
ider w

orld 
is essential. The N

eighbourhood Developm
ent 

Plan w
ill address w

ays of im
proving access 

and com
m

unication in a sustainable w
ay 

through public transport, cycle paths and safe 
w

alking routes. 

1.6 Background 

This N
eighbourhood Developm

ent Plan 
process w

as started in 2013 and has been 
undertaken in parallel w

ith the production of 
W

iltshire Council’s Core Strategy.  The 
developm

ent of the N
eighbourhood 

Developm
ent Plan has been led by Royal 

W
ootton Bassett Tow

n Council, as the 
“qualifying body”, but w

ork has been 
undertaken by a specifically tasked Steering 
Group, com

prising Tow
n Council M

em
bers 

and staff, and individuals representing 
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 interests around the tow
n, including the 

schools, local businesses, residents, young 
people and retailers.  The Steering Group has 
m

et at least m
onthly throughout the period to 

progress the N
eighbourhood Developm

ent 
Plan.  Inform

ation about the process of plan 
preparation has been available at all tim

es on 
the dedicated Royal W

ootton Bassett 
N

eighbourhood Developm
ent Plan w

ebsite, 
w

hich is linked to the Tow
n Council w

ebsite.  
The supporting docum

ents, in particular the 
Strategic Environm

ental Assessm
ent, have 

been developed alongside the policies in the 
Plan and have been evaluated to ensure they 
reflect the m

ost sustainable solutions.  The 

vision, aim
s, objectives and policies have been 

com
piled using the evidence collected from

 
the com

m
unity at the various phases of 

engagem
ent throughout the process.  The 

initial data collected from
 the com

m
unity, 

w
hich looked at the broad topics the 

N
eighbourhood Developm

ent Plan should 
cover, is contained in the Issues Report at 
Appendix 2.  This show

s the aspects residents 
w

ere concerned about for the future, and how
 

they hope Royal W
ootton Bassett w

ill change 
and grow

. 
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 Key M
ilestones: 

N
eighbourhood Planning Statutory Process 

Date 
Tasks/Activities 

Process initiated by a qualifying 
body/establish a steering group 

Decem
ber 2012 

Inaugural m
eeting of the N

eighbourhood Plan Steering Group. Developm
ent of 

com
m

unications and engagem
ent strategy 

Sustainability appraisal and evaluation 
shaping process and outcom

es 
Throughout 
preparation period 

 

Developing objectives, priorities and vision 
January 2013 

Preparation for public engagem
ent/consultation 

 

Developing objectives, priorities and vision 
February 2013 

Public consultation event.  W
ide range of local groups invited to attend 

interactive w
orkshop sessions on the future of Royal W

ootton Bassett 

Developing objectives, priorities and vision 
M

arch 2013 
Analysis of data collected at public consultation event, alongside Core Strategy 
and key sustainability criteria 

Defining the neighbourhood area, 
subm

ission of application 
M

arch 2013 
Application for Area Designation m

ade by Royal W
ootton Bassett Tow

n Council 
to W

iltshire Council 

Developing objectives, priorities and vision 
April 2013 

Engagem
ent w

ith Royal W
ootton Bassett Academ

y to obtain view
s of students 

on the future of the tow
n 

 
Area designated 

M
arch 2013 

Area Designation approved by W
iltshire Council 

Developing objectives, priorities and vision 
M

ay 2013 
Public engagem

ent online/paper survey w
ent live.  The survey w

as prom
oted to 

all local groups in the Com
m

unity M
agazine list.  It w

as publicised on the Tow
n 

Council and N
eighbourhood Plan w

ebsites, and via posters around the tow
n. 

Developing objectives, priorities and vision 
July 2013 

Stall set up at the N
ew

sham
 Fire Pum

p event to prom
ote the online survey and 

hand out fliers 

Developing objectives, priorities and vision 
August 2013 

Prom
otional beer m

ats placed in all local pubs to prom
ote the N

eighbourhood 
Plan online survey, resulting in a surge of new

 responses 
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 N
eighbourhood Planning Statutory Process 

Date 
Tasks/Activities 

Developing objectives, priorities and vision 
Septem

ber 2013 
O

nline consultation closed 

Developing objectives, priorities and vision 
O

ctober 2013 
Analysis of all inform

ation received via the engagem
ent/consultation events and 

survey leading to the production of an Issues Report 

Developing draft plan 
Decem

ber 2013 
Developm

ent of options for SW
O

T analysis 

Developing draft plan 
January 2014 

O
ptions analysed, Steering Group begins to develop policies 

 
M

arch 2014 
Royal W

ootton Bassett Com
m

unity Led Plan com
pleted 

Developing draft plan 
M

ay 2014 
Evaluation of housing issues, appraisal of Strategic Housing Land Availability sites 

Developing draft plan 
Septem

ber 2014 
W

ritten engagem
ent w

ith local landow
ners and developers in w

riting 

Developing draft plan 
Decem

ber 2014 and 
January 2015 

Presentations from
 local landow

ners/ developers to the Steering Group, include 
in appraisal of site options 

Developing draft plan 
February - June 2015 

Draft N
eighbourhood Plan in progress 

Period of public consultation and statutory 
consultation on draft plan 

July - Septem
ber 2015 

Consultation via events, w
ebsite to gather view

s, and tim
e to respond to the 

view
s expressed 

Further consultation on significant changes 
in response to consultation 

Spring 2016 
Significant changes consulted on including the rem

oval of one of the housing 
sites from

 the Plan 

Pre-subm
ission Consultation (Regulation 14) 

W
inter 2016/2017 

Com
m

unity / Statutory consultees – final alterations 

Finalise and subm
it plan to W

iltshire Council 
Spring 2017 

Alterations to draft, subm
ission to W

iltshire Council 

Independent exam
ination 

Sum
m

er 2017 
Directed by W

iltshire Council 

Com
m

unity referendum
 

Sum
m

er 2017 
Directed by W

iltshire Council 

“M
ake” the plan (becom

es part of the 
developm

ent plan for W
iltshire) 

Autum
n 2017 

Directed by W
iltshire Council 
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 1.7 Context 

This N
eighbourhood Developm

ent Plan corresponds to the area of the parish of Royal W
ootton Basset (see Plan 1 on the follow

ing page). The official 
population residing w

ithin the parish at the 2011 census w
as 11,385; com

posed of 4,905 households.  The area of Royal W
ootton Bassett is 2,048 hectares, 

and the population density is 5.56 persons per hectare. 

O
ther key statistics on the population of Royal W

ootton Bassett include: 

 
Econom

ically active 
em

ployees, full tim
e (%

) 
N

o car in household 
(%

) 
N

o qualifications 
(%

) 
Long term

 
unem

ployed (%
) 

16-24 year olds 
unem

ployed (%
) 

England 
38.62 

25.8 
22.46 

1.72 
1.21 

 

South W
est England 

37.41 
18.9 

20.70 
1.21 

0.93 

W
iltshire 

42.17 
14.76 

18.63 
1.08 

0.85 
 

Royal W
ootton Bassett 

42.13 
15.72 

20.97 
1.20 

1.07 

(Source: W
iltshire Intelligence N

etw
ork data derived from

 2011 Census) 

The Joint Strategic Assessm
ent for Royal W

ootton Bassett and Cricklade Com
m

unity Area (2013) presents the follow
ing statistics for the area (w

hich 
includes Royal W

ootton Bassett as its largest centre of population and em
ploym

ent): 

• 
Total population: 28,990; population density 188 people per km

2  
• 

Healthy life expectancy: 66.4 years (m
ale); 67.5 years (fem

ale) 
• 

Affordable housing is in high dem
and w

ith 979 households seeking affordable housing in the Com
m

unity Area (2012-3), an increase of 308 
households in 2 years.
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 Plan 1: Royal W
ootton Bassett N

eighbourhood Area 
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 2 Strategic Vision for the N
eighbourhood Developm

ent Plan 
 To provide a high quality sustainable environm

ent for all w
ho live, w

ork, visit and study in Royal W
ootton 

Bassett both now
 and in the future

. 

2.1 Strategic O
bjectives 

To develop and enhance a tow
n w

hich: 

2.1.1 H
as a strong, independent M

arket Tow
n identity and an attractive vibrant tow

n centre 

2.1.2 Provides all the facilities and services its residents require to im
prove its self-containm

ent 

2.1.3 Provides w
ell planned, good quality housing for all for every life stage, in line w

ith sustainability principles and 
com

m
unity view

s. 

2.1.4 O
ffers accessible, attractive green spaces for all to enjoy 

2.1.5 Is attractive to investors and em
ployers as a location for grow

th 

2.1.6 Prom
otes sustainable transport choices encouraging w

alking and cycling both w
ithin and outside the tow

n.   

 
 



N
eighbourhood Developm

ent Plan 

10 Royal W
ootton Bassett 

 3 Services, Facilities and Retailing  
 3.1 Context 

As a m
arket tow

n Royal W
ootton Bassett 

offers services and facilities not only for its 
ow

n residents but also for surrounding villages 
and ham

lets. 

Royal W
ootton Bassett Tow

n Council 
recognised that the closure of RAF Lyneham

 
com

bined w
ith the effects of the econom

ic 
dow

nturn w
hich com

m
enced in 2008 

threatened the econom
ic strength of the 

tow
n. In order to address this, the Council set 

up an Econom
ic Regeneration Action Group in 

Septem
ber 2011.  As part of its w

ork, the 
group com

m
issioned Action for M

arket Tow
ns 

to undertake a Benchm
arking Survey in July 

2012 w
hich w

as updated in 2013. 

This survey included consultation w
ith 

business people and shoppers, as w
ell as 

objective data gathering including car parking 
usage, pedestrian footfall and an analysis of 
the current shopping provision. These data 
w

ere then com
pared against sim

ilar size 

tow
ns in our region and nationally so that w

e 
can “benchm

ark” ourselves. 

Interesting findings included: 

• 
Pedestrian footfall is generally higher 
than expected, but the increase on 
m

arket day is less than for sim
ilar tow

ns; 
• 

There is an over-supply of convenience 
goods retail space and an undersupply of 
com

parison goods space; 
• 

The off-street car parking in tow
n is not 

used at capacity, even on m
arket days 

• 
A relatively high percentage of shoppers 
are from

 “out of tow
n”; a shopper survey 

carried out by the Tow
n Council in 2013 

revealed that 45%
 of shoppers w

ere from
 

outside Royal W
ootton Bassett. 

 As w
ell as this objective data gathering, the 

N
eighbourhood Planning process has, through 

its ow
n consultations and the w

ork of the 
Com

m
unity Led Plan, looked at subjective 

issues raised by local residents and other 
stakeholders. 

Som
e of the prim

ary view
s expressed include: 

• 
The tow

n centre is w
ell loved by the 

people of Royal W
ootton Bassett w

ho w
ant 

to see an attractive street scene w
ith 

thriving shops, pubs, restaurants, cafes and 
services w

hich not only are used by the 
local people but also attract visitors to the 
tow

n. 
• 

A greater variety of shops and restaurants, 
few

er em
pty shops and plenty of locally 

run independent stores w
ere highlighted 

as being desirable. 
• 

People com
ing in to the tow

n from
 other 

settlem
ents do so because they like the 

atm
osphere “The people are generally 

extrem
ely polite and friendly. It is great to 

have everything on your doorstep” 

Issues report quote in response to being asked 
w

hat is best liked about Royal W
ootton 

Bassett “Com
m

unity. Sm
all enough for strong 

sense of com
m

unity, large enough to retain 
shops on High Street.” 
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Policy 1: Services and Facilities 

The provision of new
 or im

proved com
m

unity 
services and/or com

m
unity facilities to m

eet 
the needs of existing and future residents w

ill 
be supported. 

The Issues Report, w
hich is a prim

ary source 
of com

m
unity evidence in the developm

ent of 
the Royal W

ootton Bassett N
eighbourhood 

Plan, is at Appendix 2. 

Given the above, the N
eighbourhood 

Developm
ent Plan has been draw

n up to 
encourage retail based activities and services 
to rem

ain w
ithin the tow

n centre and to 
encourage local residents to use these 
facilities rather than travel to com

peting 
centres such as W

est Sw
indon.  

The Aim
s, O

bjectives and Policies in this 
section m

eet Strategic O
bjectives: 

2.1.1 Has a strong, independent M
arket Tow

n 
identity and an attractive vibrant tow

n centre 

2.1.2 Provides all the facilities and services it 
residents require to im

prove its self-
containm

ent  

3.2 Aim
 

To enable the people of Royal W
ootton 

Bassett to m
eet their needs for high quality 

services and facilities locally, reducing the 
need to travel outside the tow

n by im
proving 

the vitality and viability of the tow
n. 

3.3 O
bjectives: 

• 
To attract a greater variety of shops and 
restaurants to the tow

n centre, 
encouraging independent shops, avoiding 
em

pty prem
ises prom

oting a vibrant tow
n 

centre. 
• 

To nurture an attractive street scene in the 
tow

n centre, m
aintaining and enhancing 

the Conservation Area and providing an 
appealing environm

ent to local people and 
visitors alike 

• 
To ensure that population grow

th is 
m

atched by the grow
th in services and 

facilities to serve the existing and new
 

population 
• 

To encourage opportunities for sports, 
leisure, entertainm

ent and culture in the 
tow

n, in particular supporting an 
integrated approach to the developm

ent of 
com

m
unity facilities. 

• 
To m

aintain and enhance safe and 
accessible parks and green spaces in Royal 
W

ootton Bassett, prom
oting opportunities 

for new
, interlinked green spaces w

herever 
possible. 

• 
To provide opportunities for young people, 
through im

provem
ents to schools, and 

additional inform
al leisure facilities such as 

playgrounds and a skate park. 

3.4 Services – H
ealth 

Health and w
ellbeing provision is essential for 

any population. There is a shortage of doctors 
w

ithin the plan area and its environs.  This w
ill 

require careful m
onitoring and m

anagem
ent, 

given the forthcom
ing grow

th in population. 

3.5 The Tow
n Centre and Retail 

The tow
n centre is perform

ing w
ell against 

national, regional and other m
arket tow

n 
standards in term

s of vacancies, convenience 
/ com

parison split, shopper spend, key 
attractor units and regularity of visits.  The 
AM

T Survey finds that 59%
 of tow

n centre 
users visited RW

B for convenience shopping, 
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 17%
 higher than national average.  These 

visits w
ould certainly be im

pacted 
significantly by an out of tow

n superm
arket 

developm
ent; this w

ould adversely affect 
retail w

ithin the tow
n centre. 

W
hilst identifying there is room

 for 
im

provem
ent the AM

T Survey found that 69%
 

of Tow
n Centre U

sers rated the ‘variety of 
shops’ as either ‘good’ (61%

) or ‘very good’ 
(8%

), a figure m
uch higher than the N

ational 

Sm
all Tow

ns (49%
) and Regional (46%

) figures. 

Shopping can be broken dow
n into tw

o 
distinct areas, convenience and com

parison.  
Convenience goods are defined as low

-cost, 
everyday item

s that consum
ers are unlikely to 

travel far to purchase.  All other shopping 
accounts for “com

parison” goods. 

An increase in the provision of com
parison 

goods shops w
ould be w

elcom
ed, though the 

AM
T Survey found that com

parison shopping 
accounted for 68%

 of shopping, and 
convenience for 32%

, therefore providing a 
relatively healthy m

ix.  There is a w
ish to 

retain shopping of all types w
ithin rather than 

out of the tow
n, and therefore if a site w

ere to 
be assem

bled for a larger convenience shop 
w

ithin the centre, this too w
ould be 

w
elcom

ed by residents.  A greater provision of 
shopping of all types in Royal W

ootton Bassett 
w

ould help avoid retail spend leaking out to 
other settlem

ents, m
ost notably W

est 
Sw

indon. 

The AM
T Survey noted that Royal W

ootton 
Bassett has a slightly sm

aller share of A1 shop 
uses (both convenience and com

parison) 
w

ithin the tow
n centre (50%

 of units) than 
w

ould be expected for a sm
all tow

n in the 
South W

est of England (an average of 55%
 of 

units).  The policy aim
s to support ground 

floor units rem
aining in Class A and D uses to 

keep the tow
n centre strong and vibrant. 

 

   
 

Policy 2: Convenience and com
parison retail 

The developm
ent of new

 and the retention of 
existing shops in the tow

n centre w
ill be 

supported, subject to such developm
ent 

respecting the character and appearance of the 
tow

n centre. The tow
n centre is show

n on Plan 2. 
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 Plan 2. Royal W
ootton Bassett Tow

n Centre 
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 Plan 3: M
ap of Royal W

ootton Bassett show
ing Conservation Area, Listed Buildings, Allotm

ents and Rights of W
ay 
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 3.6 Education 

 In line w
ith increasing housing num

bers in the 
area and a grow

ing population, the existing 
schools in the tow

n are under pressure and 
alm

ost at capacity and there is a need to 
secure additional places both at prim

ary and 
secondary level. This pressure is likely to 
increase as consented residential 
developm

ents are occupied and as the M
oD’s 

training college in Lyneham
 is occupied.   As a 

result, future residential developm
ents m

ay 
be required to contribute tow

ards the delivery 
of additional prim

ary and secondary school 
capacity and this m

ay include the provision of 
a new

 prim
ary academ

y.  

N
um

bers at early years providers are expected 
to increase from

 Septem
ber 2017 w

ith the 

introduction of the entitlem
ent to 30 free 

hours and increasing uptake for 2 year olds.   

3.7 Services – Leisure 

The tow
n has recently been fortunate to 

benefit from
 the developm

ent of new
 rugby 

club facilities, funded from
 the sale of the 

form
er site for residential developm

ent, but 
only possible due to the efforts of the club’s 
com

m
ittee and m

em
bers. The facility w

ill help 
the club continue to progress, and prom

ote 
the nam

e of the tow
n. 

The sports hub is now
 com

plete. This w
as 

funded by the sale of their form
er site for 

residential developm
ent; the new

 facilities 
w

ould not have been possible but for the 
efforts of a handful of dedicated m

em
bers of 

the Royal W
ootton Bassett Sports Association.  

The tow
n now

 has football, cricket, hockey 
and tennis facilities of an exceptional quality. 

These developm
ents act as a springboard to 

im
proving health and w

ell-being in the tow
n 

and ensure that current and future residents 
have access to enviable facilities.  It is 
recognised that Green Infrastructure, 
including public open space, w

alking, cycling 
routes, allotm

ents, parks and gardens are 
im

portant and have m
ultiple benefits around 

biodiversity, physical and m
ental health, flood 

risk m
anagem

ent and sustainable transport. 

The tow
n’s Lim

e Kiln leisure centre is too sm
all 

and outdated. A serious fire in Decem
ber 2010 

acted as a catalyst for discussions on the 
redevelopm

ent of these facilities, and there is 
overw

helm
ing support for new

 leisure and 
com

m
unity facilities. W

iltshire Council and 
Royal W

ootton Bassett Tow
n Council have 

been w
orking together to bring plans to 

fruition.  

Leisure is not just about sport, and the 
N

eighbourhood Developm
ent Plan 

consultation process has identified a num
ber 

of additional requirem
ents: 

School Type 
Current Capacity 

N
um

bers on Roll O
ct 2016 

Evidenced from
 

3 Pre-schools, 1 nursery 
207 

O
ccupancy currently at 65%

 
but expected to increase in 
Sept 2017 

M
ost recent O

fsted 
reports, LA data  
 

1 infant 
1 junior  
1 Prim

ary VA 
1 Prim

ary Academ
y 

1,015 
979 

DfE perform
ance tables 

data, LA Census returns 

1 Secondary Academ
y 

(11-18) 
1630 

1677 
DfE perform

ance tables 
data, LA Census returns 
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 Allotm
ents – there is a long w

aiting list for the 
current allotm

ents around the tow
n (show

n 
on Plan 3), and future developm

ent m
ay 

present the opportunity to help m
eet the 

need for additional allotm
ent space. 

Skateboard park – over the last few
 years 

there has been a consistent dem
and for a 

skateboard park. Locating such facilities is 
often difficult – w

ith neighbours concerned 
about noise and anti-social behaviour, but 
should such a facility be provided, it w

ill be 
im

portant that it is in a safe place w
ith good 

access for em
ergency services. 

Play areas and parks – the Tow
n Council has 

been m
aintaining and im

proving existing play 
areas for a num

ber of years, and has 
developed an expertise in this field. Som

e 
recent residential developm

ents have, as a 
result of planning conditions, installed play 
areas w

hich, in the Council’s opinion, are 
below

 our desired standard. The Tow
n Council 

w
ill seek to ensure that future residential 

developm
ent w

ill be required to contribute 
tow

ards the cost of the upkeep of existing 
play areas, as w

ell as w
ork w

ith the Tow
n 

Council to provide additional play areas to the 
correct standard.  Jubilee Lake, N

ew
 Road and 

O
ld Court parks are popular w

ith a range of 

users. The Tow
n Council has invested in these 

facilities over the years and Jubilee Lake, in 
particular, is a success story. 

The consultation process has revealed strong 
and w

ide support for the developm
ent of a 

Tow
n Park.   The intention is that the Tow

n 
Park be available as an area for inform

al 
recreation for all residents and visitors, and 
w

ill offer opportunities for w
ildlife 

conservation and enhancem
ent.   Land has 

been identified for this – the unused, sloping 
land to the W

est of Borough Fields Car Park 
and Springfields. This land has the benefits of 
being close to the tow

n centre and adjacent to 
the Row

-de-Dow
 footpath. Developm

ent of a 
park in this location w

ill not only add to the 
facilities available for people w

ithin the tow
n 

centre, but w
ill also enable the im

provem
ent 

(to create a com
bined footpath and cyclepath) 

and extension of the Row
-de-Dow

. O
nce 

com
pleted this w

ould enable residents to w
alk 

or cycle from
 Boroughfields car park, past the 

Academ
y, Lim

e Kiln, potential Cam
pus, Jubilee 

Lake and on to the Rugby Club w
ithout 

crossing a single road. At the sam
e tim

e this 
w

ould open up view
s across the Dauntsey 

Vale.  The Tow
n Council w

ill seek to prevent 
disturbance to, and prom

ote the preservation 

and enhancem
ent of a reptile and am

phibian 
relocation area w

ithin the Tow
n Park site. 

A new
 Country Park is expected to com

e 
forw

ard as part of the developer contributions 
relating to the Brynards Hill residential 
developm

ent (as show
n on Plan 4), to m

eet 
com

m
unity needs for such a facility and offer 

inform
al recreation space to residents and 

visitors alike. 

Com
m

unity Action: 

The Tow
n Council considers Royal W

ootton 
Bassett’s infrastructure requirem

ents to 
com

prise the follow
ing; 

• 
Provision of, and im

provem
ents to, 

new
 allotm

ents; 
• 

Im
provem

ents to the canal; 
• 

Provision of a skate park; 
• 

Im
provem

ents to the local cem
etery; 

• 
A tow

n park; 
• 

Dedicated pedestrian cycle routes; 
• 

Com
m

unity facilities (m
eeting spaces 

and m
ixed use facilities; and 

• 
Provision of an appropriate level of 
school places to satisfy any additional 
dem

and generated by developm
ent.
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 Plan 4: Existing D
evelopm

ent Plan allocations and Brynard’s H
ill developm

ents 
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Policy 3: Tow
n Park and Row

-de-D
ow

 

Subject to representing local character and 
safeguarding nature conservation interests, 
the provision of a Tow

n Park and the 
im

provem
ent of public rights of w

ay in the 
areas show

n on Plan 5 below
 and at the 

adjacent Row
-de-Dow

 footpath, w
ill be 

supported. 

Policy 4:  Integrated com
m

unity facilities 

The provision of integrated com
m

unity 
facilities including health, leisure, sport, 
social services and com

m
unity m

eeting space 
w

ill be supported provided they are w
ithin 

the built-up area of the tow
n and are 

accessible for users from
 the Royal W

ootton 
Bassett Academ

y. 

The Tow
n Council w

ill seek to w
ork w

ith third 
parties to deliver as m

uch of the above as 
possible. 

The parks and playgrounds currently 
m

aintained by Royal W
ootton Bassett Tow

n 
Council include: 

•
N

ew
 Road Play Park

•
O

ld Court Play Area
•

Jubilee Lake Play Area
•

Jacqui W
oolford M

em
orial Park

•
O

tterw
ay Play Area

•
Poets Field Play Area

•
W

oodshaw
 Play Area

•
Show

field Play Area

3.8 Services – Cem
etery 

The Tow
n Council currently provides and 

m
aintains the cem

etery and has identified 
that it is reaching capacity. A new

 cem
etery 

w
ill be required to be provided w

ithin the plan 
period, and developer contributions m

ay be 
sought to fund this provision. 

3.9 Integrated Com
m

unity Facilities 

There is an identified need for the 
developm

ent of additional com
m

unity 

facilities in Royal W
ootton Bassett.  This w

ould 
include space for services including social 
services, health and com

m
unity m

eeting 
space; the Library is not included w

ithin these 
proposals and w

ill not be affected.   Discussion 
over the provision of these facilities has been 
underw

ay for a considerable period by a 
partnership including W

iltshire Council and 
Royal W

ootton Bassett Tow
n Council.  The 

proposals are costly, and it is likely that this 
project w

ill need to be undertaken w
ith the 

assistance of a variety of stakeholders w
orking 

together, including landow
ners and 

developers.  Developm
ent w

hich contributes 
to the im

plem
entation of integrated 

com
m

unity facilities m
ust be undertaken in a 

location w
hich is appropriate for the Tow

n 
and m

ust help to enhance its independent 
m

arket tow
n status, offering grow

th aw
ay 

from
 Sw

indon. 
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Plan 5: Tow
n Park and Row

-de-D
ow

 footpath 
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 4 Developm
ent and Housing 

 4.1 Context 

Royal W
ootton Bassett has grow

n 
considerably in the last tw

enty years, 
providing additional housing and em

ploym
ent 

to ensure the continued vitality and viability 
of the tow

n.  In the W
iltshire Core Strategy 

period 2006- 2026, 1,070 dw
ellings w

ere 
identified as needed in the Tow

n.  By 2014, all 
of these dw

ellings and m
ore had been 

provided, leaving no rem
aining allocation for 

strategic sites through the adopted Core 
Strategy in this plan period (refer to p106 
W

iltshire Core Strategy for further 
inform

ation). 

In term
s of housing need in this area, there 

are currently approxim
ately 2,000 applicants 

on the housing register in W
iltshire and of 

these, approxim
ately 100 households are 

seeking accom
m

odation in the Royal W
ootton 

Bassett Com
m

unity Area.  Affordability 
continues to be an issue for people w

ishing to 
m

ake their first house purchase, and for those 

w
ishing to m

ove to larger or m
ore appropriate accom

m
odation. 

The Aim
s, O

bjectives and Policies in this section m
eet Strategic O

bjectives: 

2.1.3 Provides w
ell planned, good quality housing for all for every life stage, in line w

ith sustainability 
principles and com

m
unity view

s  

2.1.4 O
ffers accessible, attractive green spaces for all to enjoy 

2.1.5 Is attractive to investors and em
ployers as a location for grow

th 

4.2 D
evelopm

ent and H
ousing Aim

 

To provide for organic grow
th in the tow

n, m
aintaining and enhancing Royal W

ootton Bassett’s 
m

arket tow
n character and identity, as w

ell as preserving the rural gap betw
een the Tow

n and 
neighbouring Sw

indon. 

4.3 D
evelopm

ent and H
ousing O

bjectives 

• 
To provide for housing and em

ploym
ent grow

th appropriate for the needs of the Tow
n.   

• 
To m

aintain the character of Royal W
ootton Bassett and avoid coalescence w

ith Sw
indon, 

focusing on high quality design reflecting the style, m
aterials and scale of developm

ent found in 
the Tow

n. 
• 

To ensure that the grow
th in housing is m

atched by an increase in services and facilities such as 
school places, transport infrastructure and m

edical facilities (as noted in Chapter 1).  
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 Policy 5: Infill developm
ent 

Proposals for the developm
ent of infill 

sites w
ithin the settlem

ent boundary 
(as show

n on Plan 6) and in close 
proxim

ity to the services and facilities 
of the tow

n w
ill be supported. 

• 
To provide w

ell integrated, infill and 
brow

nfield developm
ent w

hich offers a 
m

ix of housing types, such as flats, sm
all 

hom
es and larger fam

ily dw
ellings.  

• 
To m

eet dem
and for housing for older 

residents in order that they can rem
ain in 

Royal W
ootton Bassett.  

• 
To encourage visitors to com

e to Royal 
W

ootton Bassett and to increase the 
length of stay and visitor spend in the 
Tow

n. 
• 

To provide a range of accessible 
em

ploym
ent opportunities and training 

to reduce the tow
n’s dependence on 

Sw
indon and the w

ider area. 

Plan 6: Royal W
ootton Bassett Settlem

ent Boundary 
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Policy 6: H
igh quality m

ixed 
developm

ent 

The redevelopm
ent of brow

nfield sites 
for residential use w

ill be supported, 
provided that such sites are not of high 
environm

ental value. 

Policy 7: D
esign  

Developm
ent m

ust respect local 
character and conserve or enhance 
heritage assets in a m

anner 
appropriate to their significance. 

 

It is im
portant that sites are w

ell related to 
tow

n centre because such sites are inherently 
m

ore sustainable in term
s of reducing the 

need to travel, providing accessibility to jobs, 
shops, services and facilities w

hich residents 
require. It is recognised that an ageing 
national and local population w

ill place 
different dem

ands on housing stock in the 
future.  It is therefore im

portant to “future 
proof” the tow

n so that a variety of dw
ellings 

are m
ade available w

hich can provide for all 
sections of society, ensuring that individuals 
can retain fam

ily and com
m

unity links and 
have access to suitable accom

m
odation 

throughout all stages of life. 

Local distinctiveness is highly im
portant in 

Royal W
ootton Bassett and all developm

ent, 
w

hether it is residential, em
ploym

ent, retail or 
leisure, w

ill be expected to contribute to the 
character of the Tow

n.  Buildings w
ithin the 

tow
n centre are from

 all periods of history, 
including the last sixty years.  W

hilst there are 
exceptions, the pattern in the High Street is of 
sim

ple designs in brick under tiled roofs, the 
bricks frequently being used to create 
patterns in the building.   

Although m
any of the buildings in the High 

Street have been constructed in the last 300 

years, the street structure dates from
 the 

m
edieval period w

hen prosperity from
 the 

w
ool trade gave rise to grow

th.  The Tow
n 

Council expects developm
ent w

ithin the tow
n 

centre to respect the form
, style and m

aterials 
of the buildings and frontages found here and 
w

ould like to see sim
ple, non-illum

inated 
signage.   

The Tow
n Council expects developm

ent 
beyond the tow

n centre to be sensitive to its 
context and reinforce the m

arket tow
n 

character, layout and appearance, building on 
local distinctiveness.  A w

ay to achieve this is 
to use m

aterials historically found in this area.   

The Tow
n Council w

ould like to see 
developm

ent planned w
ith interconnections 

and accessibility in m
ind, encouraging w

alking 
by linking footpaths and pedestrian access 
w

ays to ensure accessible places w
hich are 

safe and inviting to w
alk at all tim

es of the day 
and night. 
 Royal W

ootton Bassett Tow
n Council is in the 

process of developing a local Design Guide as 
a supplem

ent to the N
eighbourhood 

Developm
ent Plan.  The Tow

n Council w
ould 

like this docum
ent to help support the 

N
eighbourhood Developm

ent Plan.
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 Policy 8: Em
ploym

ent land 

Em
ploym

ent developm
ent w

ithin Royal 
W

ootton Bassett (B1, B2, B8) that 
respects local character, residential 
am

enity and highw
ay safety, w

ill be 
supported. 

Policy 9: Visitor accom
m

odation and 
facilities 

W
ithin the built-up area, proposals for 

visitor accom
m

odation and/or a new
 

theatre w
ill be supported, subject to 

there being no significant harm
 to 

residential am
enity or highw

ay safety. 

It is im
portant that Royal W

ootton Bassett 
im

proves its self-containm
ent by increasing 

the am
ount and variety of em

ploym
ent 

opportunities available for residents.  This w
ill 

help to m
ake the tow

n m
ore sustainable and 

reduce the am
ount of out-com

m
uting w

hich 
currently takes place. 

Royal W
ootton Bassett is a popular 

destination for day-visitors exploring the 
m

arket tow
n.  It is recognised that 

encouraging visitors to stay overnight in the 
tow

n by m
aking provision for accom

m
odation 

and building the tow
n’s reputation as a 

w
eekend destination helps to m

axim
ise the 

positive im
pact of visitors on the tow

n.  The 
provision of a theatre w

ould help to 
encourage visitors to the tow

n and increase its 
popularity. 

There is significant pressure for large scale 
developm

ent in Royal W
ootton Bassett, 

particularly to the north and east of the tow
n.  

W
hilst it is acknow

ledged that grow
th is 

im
portant in retaining the vitality and viability 

of a sm
all tow

n, the location of new
 

developm
ent m

ust take into consideration the 
gap betw

een Royal W
ootton Bassett and 

Sw
indon.  Com

m
unity consultation identified 

the attractive built and natural environm
ent, 

the m
arket tow

n character and the sm
all-

tow
n friendly atm

osphere as very im
portant 

elem
ents contributing to the high quality of 

life in Royal W
ootton Bassett.   

The 2004 W
iltshire Landscape Character 

Assessm
ent categorised the Royal W

ootton 
Bassett area as “Sw

indon Fringe” and 

identifies the follow
ing key characteristics of 

the area as: 

• 
“Elevated ground w

ith rolling hills and a 
steep escarpm

ent to the north and w
est.  

• 
Significant areas of housing and other 
developm

ent in the tow
n of W

ootton 
Bassett, and in ribbon developm

ent 
betw

een the villages.   
• 

A m
ix of building ages and styles, from

 
historic village centres of buildings w

ith 
distinctive stone details including stone 
slates, to m

ore recent brick and 
reconstituted stone houses – w

ith m
odern 

building m
aterials som

etim
es jarring 

against the m
uted colours of the local 

vernacular.  
• 

W
ide view

s from
 elevated positions on the 

scarp slope of the coral rag and from
 high 

points such as Brynard’s Hill, over 
floodplain and low

land vales, and also 
eastw

ards to developm
ent on the edge of 

Sw
indon.  

• 
Degraded agricultural landscapes, 
including arable and by pasture som

e of 
w

hich is for equestrian use, and sm
all 

irregular fields of m
edieval origin, w

ith 
gappy hedgerow

s, boundaries in poor 
condition and a lack of m

ature trees.  
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Policy 10: Landscape Setting 

Developm
ent should safeguard the 

separate identity and locally distinctive 
character of Royal W

ootton Bassett and 
its unique landscape setting. 

 

• 
Som

e unim
proved m

eadow
s.  

• 
Presence of pow

er lines, service sector land 
uses such as garden centres and 
w

orkshops, and com
m

unication corridors.  
• 

Areas of w
oodland including ancient 

w
oodland.  

• 
Features of historical interest including an 
iron age earthw

ork, Rom
an rem

ains, and 
the disused canal.  

• 
A com

prehensive netw
ork of public 

footpaths.” 

The Landscape Character Assessm
ent sets out 

key m
anagem

ent guidelines to protect and 
enhance the landscape.  These are as follow

s; 

“The overall objectives for the area are to 
restrict new

 developm
ent to m

aintain 
separation betw

een settlem
ents and to 

restore the integrity of the rural landscape.  
There is a need to guide very lim

ited 
developm

ent w
here it is considered 

appropriate, such as on existing brow
nfield 

sites but only w
here a landscape and visual 

benefit w
ould result, and w

ith associated 
landscape infrastructure.  It w

ould be 
unacceptable to have w

idespread change 
of use.  

Existing detractive uses such as garden 
centres, storage or w

orkshops should be 
screened w

here possible. This should 
include new

 planting of w
oodland blocks or 

belts. In the intervening rural landscape the 
restoration and enhancem

ent of landscape 
elem

ents such as hedgerow
s and 

boundaries should be carried out to 
reinforce the landscape pattern and reduce 
intervisibility.” 

Policy 10: Landscape Setting seeks to reinforce 
the m

anagem
ent objectives of the Landscape 

Character Assessm
ent.
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 5 Transport 
 5.1 Context 

Royal W
ootton Bassett is located in close 

proxim
ity to junction 16 of the M

4 and is w
ell 

connected w
ith Class A roads to other 

settlem
ents, including Sw

indon.  The Joint 
Strategic Assessm

ent (2013) for Royal 
W

ootton Bassett and Cricklade Com
m

unity 
Area identifies the follow

ing key transport 
issues for the area:  

• 
The condition of non-principal 
unclassified roads in the area is below

 the 
W

iltshire average. 
• 

The area has a very high car ow
nership 

level w
ith 51.5%

 com
m

uting to w
ork by 

car, com
pared to only 3.6%

 using public 
transport despite the close proxim

ity to 
Sw

indon as the m
ajor em

ploym
ent 

centre 
• 

The M
4, along w

ith an expanding 
Sw

indon, continues to influence patterns 
of travel in this area of W

iltshire, 
generating significant additional volum

es 

of traffic and congestion in Royal W
ootton 

Bassett. 

The N
eighbourhood Developm

ent Plan 
com

m
unity engagem

ent/consultation 
identified the key issues of concern am

ongst 
Royal W

ootton Bassett residents as: 

• 
Road Safety: children w

alking to school, 
older people, crossings, heavy goods 
vehicles, safety near schools 

• 
Traffic volum

es: am
ount of traffic in the 

tow
n centre in especially HGV traffic in the 

High Street. 
• 

Public transport: inadequate frequency and 

range of services to m
eet local needs 

• 
Parking: parking charges, on street parking 
congestion 

• 
Congestion: com

m
uter traffic, issues w

ith 
getting into Sw

indon, accessing the 
m

otorw
ay 

These aspects have com
e up at each phase of 

com
m

unity engagem
ent and are significant 

concerns to m
any.  The Issues Report in 

Appendix 2 gives m
ore inform

ation on 
detailed concerns raised by residents in 
relation to transport, som

e of w
hich are 

acknow
ledged to be beyond the scope of the 

N
eighbourhood Developm

ent Plan to resolve. 

The Aim
s, O

bjectives and Policies in this 
section m

eet Strategic O
bjective: 

2.1.6 Prom
otes sustainable transport 

choices encouraging w
alking and 

cycling both w
ithin and outside the 

tow
n.   
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Policy 11: Railw
ay station 

The developm
ent of a railw

ay station and 
supporting infrastructure to serve Royal 
W

ootton Bassett w
ill be supported. 

Policy 12: Road safety, traffic and 
transport 

Developm
ent should not harm

 highw
ay 

safety and m
ust ensure that residual 

cum
ulative im

pacts of developm
ent are 

not severe.  The prom
otion of w

alking, 
cycling and public transport w

ill be 
supported. 

5.2 Aim
 

To provide safe, sustainable and accessible 
transport choices for all those w

ho w
ork, visit 

or live in Royal W
ootton Bassett.  

5.3 O
bjectives 

• 
To support the developm

ent of better 
public transport, both by road and rail 

• 
To reduce traffic congestion 

• 
To im

prove road safety and m
ake better 

provision for w
alking and cycling 

• 
To ensure that new

 developm
ent in Royal 

W
ootton Bassett has a positive im

pact on 
traffic and transport in the tow

n 

5.4 Public Transport 

There is overw
helm

ing support for Royal 
W

ootton Bassett to get its railw
ay station 

back.  

Com
m

unity Action: Railw
ay Station 

The Tow
n Council w

ill actively seek 
opportunities to assist in bringing this project 
forw

ard. 

There is potential to open a station to the east 
of the tow

n to m
ake short com

m
utes to 

Sw
indon or Chippenham

/Bath/Bristol or, 
subject to N

etw
ork Rail agreem

ent, a full 
intercity service. Sites for a potential railw

ay 
station have been evaluated through an 
independent feasibility study process, and this 
inform

ation is located at Appendix 11: 
Evidence Base in the suite of N

eighbourhood 
Developm

ent Plan docum
ents. 

Bus facilities w
ithin the tow

n have been 
reduced over recent years, and a num

ber of 
com

m
unity consultees raised concerns in this 

regard.  

It is recognised that at tim
es new

 
developm

ent can exacerbate traffic and 
transport problem

s if the potential im
pacts 

are not adequately assessed and m
itigated.  

Residents look for im
provem

ents in the public 
transport, opportunities for w

alking and 
cycling and a reduction in congestion, and are 
keen to see how

 new
 developm

ent can help 
address these issues. 
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 6 Conclusions 
 The Royal W

ootton Bassett N
eighbourhood Developm

ent Plan has been developed w
ith cooperation and hard 

w
ork from

 the com
m

unity, Tow
n Council, businesses, local em

ployers, W
iltshire Council and landow

ners.  
It is im

portant that it is a “living” docum
ent w

hich is constantly used by Royal W
ootton Bassett Tow

n 
Council and W

iltshire Council in m
aking decisions w

hich shape the future of the tow
n, as it is derived 

entirely from
 com

m
unity aspirations and set into a land use planning context. 

The im
plem

entation of N
eighbourhood Developm

ent Plan w
ill be m

onitored via the Tow
n Council 

planning com
m

ittee.  It w
ill be review

ed as necessary, but at least on a 5 yearly basis to ensure it rem
ains 

relevant and continues to inform
 planning decisions m

ade by W
iltshire Council. 
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 Appendix 1 - Issues Report 
Based on references April 2014 

Purpose and Background 

The aim
 of this Issues Report is to bring 

together all the inform
ation gathered over 

the past 9 m
onths of consultation and 

engagem
ent, and to exam

ine w
hat it says 

about the aspirations of the people of 
Royal W

ootton Bassett for the future of 
their tow

n. Inform
ation and view

s have 
been sought by m

eans of a facilitated 
com

m
unity event, w

ork w
ith Royal 

W
ootton Bassett Academ

y and an online 
survey advertised w

idely throughout the 
tow

n.  As a result it is hoped that people 
of all ages have been m

ade aw
are of the 

N
eighbourhood Plan and have been given 

the opportunity to m
ake their voice heard 

in the process. 

The com
m

unity engagem
ent event 

attracted 34 individuals, w
ho spent a day 

w
orking on how

 the tow
n could be shaped 

by N
eighbourhood Planning in the future.  

The session at the Academ
y captured 

inform
ation and view

s from
 a w

ide range 
of students; collecting 134 responses; 74 
from

 young people based in Royal Bassett.  
The follow

 up online survey w
as available 

betw
een M

ay and Septem
ber and 

received 329 responses.   

The inform
ation received has been 

collated into the follow
ing them

e 
headings; 

• 
Facilities, schools, shops, 
cafes/restaurants and pubs 

• 
Design, Developm

ent and H
ousing 

• 
Em

ploym
ent 

• 
O

pen Space 
• 

G
etting Around 

• 
Sense of Place 

U
nder each topic heading, the report, 

below
, sum

m
arises the com

m
ents and 

view
s received and also sets out the 

relevant policies, plans and evidence, to 

guide the N
eighbourhood Planning 

process in term
s of the fram

ew
ork w

ithin 
w

hich it w
ill operate.  Full data w

ith all the 
com

m
ents received can be found upon 

request to the RW
B Steering G

roup. 

The plans, policies and evidence 
underpinning N

eighbourhood Planning in 
Royal W

ootton Bassett include; 

• 
N

ational Planning Policy Fram
ew

ork 
• 

N
eighbourhood Planning regulations 

• 
W

iltshire Core Strategy 
• 

Local Transport Plan 
• 

Strategic Housing Land Availability 
Assessm

ent (SHLAA) 
• 

Em
erging Com

m
unity Plan 

 
The Issues Report, in the context of the 
surrounding policy fram

ew
ork, is the basis 

for developing options for testing and 
ultim

ately policies in the Royal W
ootton 

Bassett N
eighbourhood Plan.



N
eighbourhood Developm

ent Plan 

29 Royal W
ootton Bassett 

 O
nline Survey sum

m
aries 

Gender and ages of the online respondents broke dow
n as follow

s 

              A w
ord cloud is a visualization of the m

ost frequently used w
ords across a set of text 
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 answ
ers; the size of the w

ord in the picture based on frequency of use (disregarding often repeated unhelpful w
ords such as “the”).  It is a 

visual addition to the in depth analysis later in the docum
ent; how

ever it does show
 trends in people’s detailed w

ritten responses.  

W
hat do you like best about Royal W

ootton Bassett? (225 responses) 

       
 W

hat could be im
proved in Royal W

ootton Bassett? 
(223 responses) 
   

 



N
eighbourhood Developm

ent Plan 

31 Royal W
ootton Bassett 

 Issue 1: Facilities, schools, shops, cafes/restaurants and pubs 
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W
ith regard to facilities, w

hat w
ould you say w

ere 
the priorities for RW

B in the next 10-15 years?  
(233 answ

ered question) 

Don't know
N

ot at all im
portant

N
ot im

portant
N

either im
portant or not im

portant
Im

portant
Extrem

ely im
portant
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 Key Findings 

• 
Residents value their schools and w

ould like to see them
 continue to im

prove. 
• 

People of Royal W
ootton Bassett w

ant the tow
n to be w

ell connected w
ith high speed broadband and accessible services and facilities 

• 
Residents are concerned about the capacity of G

P services, schools and other facilities to cope w
ith the grow

ing population.  It w
as felt that 

population grow
th needed to be m

atched by a grow
th in facilities to serve the population. 

• 
The tow

n centre is w
ell loved by the people of Royal W

ootton Bassett w
ho w

ant to see an attractive street scene w
ith thriving shops, pubs, 

restaurants, cafes and services w
hich not only are used by the local people but also attract visitors to the tow

n. 
• 

A greater variety of shops and restaurants, few
er em

pty shops and plenty of locally run independent stores w
ere highlighted as being 

desirable. 
• 

O
pportunities for entertainm

ent and culture are im
portant in Royal W

ootton Bassett.  The library is im
portant, and residents are proud of 

the m
useum

 and the tow
n’s festivals.  Residents w

ould appreciate an accessible centre for arts/m
usic/com

m
unity events and 

perform
ances, and a cinem

a w
as a popular w

ish am
ongst the younger people in particular. 

• 
Parks and green spaces are valued by the people of Royal W

ootton Bassett.  Accessible, safe and w
ell m

aintained playgrounds and parks are 
seen as im

portant for young people, and there is a dem
and for a greater choice of activities for this age group, in particular a skate park. 

• 
Sports and leisure facilities are very im

portant to the people of the tow
n.  There is a desire for im

provem
ents to the Lim

e Kiln Leisure 
Centre, and anticipation at the developm

ent of the Cam
pus.  Residents value the outdoor form

al and inform
al sports and leisure 

opportunities, for exam
ple rugby and football pitches and the sw

im
m

ing pool. 

Plans and policies w
hich relate to the issue of facilities 

D
raft Royal W

ootton Bassett Com
m

unity Led Plan consultation found that residents hoped to see a w
ide range of shops and services w

ithin 
the tow

n centre and that there w
as a w

ish for increased provision for recreation, culture and leisure facilities in Royal W
ootton Bassett.  The 

consultation also noted concern am
ongst residents about the capacity of local services to cope w

ith the population, in particular m
edical 

services. 
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 The Core Strategy identifies Royal W
ootton Bassett as having an im

portant strategic, service providing role w
ithin the Cricklade and Royal 

W
ootton Bassett Com

m
unity Area.  The supporting text to Core Policy 19 states, 

“M
ain food shopping trips from

 Royal W
ootton Bassett are currently lost to neighbouring tow

ns, including Calne and so the developm
ent of 

additional convenience retail in the tow
n m

ay be appropriate if a suitable site is identified. This w
ould im

prove the retention of convenience 
trade in the tow

n and its overall vitality” 
 The Core Strategy anticipates that by 2026,  
 “The retail offer of Royal W

ootton Bassett w
ill have been enhanced and the tow

n w
ill enjoy a good supply of housing including affordable 

dw
ellings. The tow

n w
ill have an appropriate level of facilities for its size, w

ith a hub for sports provision at Ballards Ash.” 
 Core Strategy Policy CP38 relates to the vitality and viability of tow

n centres. The supporting text states, “The Core Strategy seeks to enhance 
the vitality and viability of the tow

n centres in W
iltshire through policies prom

oting the regeneration of central areas and delivery of new
 

grow
th at settlem

ents to support the vitality of centres.” 
 Core Strategy Policy CP 48: Supporting Rural Life supports com

m
unity ow

nership and m
anagem

ent of local shops, pubs and other services.   
Core Strategy Policy CP49: Protection of Services and Com

m
unity Facilities supports rural services by restricting the conversion of their 

prem
ises to other non-com

m
unity uses. 

Core Strategy Policy 58 relates to the historic environm
ent, and aim

s to “ensure that W
iltshire’s im

portant m
onum

ents, sites and landscapes 
and areas of historic and built heritage significance are protected and enhanced in order that they continue to m

ake an im
portant contribution 

to W
iltshire’s environm

ent and quality of life.” 
Core strategy Core Policy 3 deals w

ith planning contributions as a w
hole. It details education as essential infrastructure w

hich w
ill need to be 

delivered directly by the developer and / or through an appropriate financial contribution prior to, or in conjunction w
ith, new

 developm
ent. 

The broad prioritisation of infrastructure provision is to ensure that developm
ent addresses essential requirem

ents first and then place 
shaping item

s next. See Core Policy 3 for full list of infrastructure. 
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 Royal W
ootton Bassett Com

m
unity Cam

pus plans rem
ain current and it is im

portant that the N
eighbourhood Plan does not underm

ine these 
evolving plans. 

Issue 2: Design, developm
ent and housing 

Key Findings 

• 
Residents of Royal W

ootton Bassett have concerns over the 
volum

e of new
 housing building, its design and w

hether house types 
being provided are appropriate for the needs of the tow

n. 
• 

Royal W
ootton Bassett should m

aintain its ow
n character and 

avoid coalescence w
ith Sw

indon. 
• 

Residents w
ould like to see lim

ited new
 developm

ent w
hich 

reflects the character, appearance, m
aterials and styles found in the 

tow
n. 
• 

The character of Royal W
ootton Bassett as a W

iltshire m
arket 

tow
n is very im

portant to its inhabitants and there is concern that an 
increase in the size of the tow

n could lead to a loss of character and 
local distinctiveness. 

• 
Residents are concerned that the grow

th in housing is m
atched 

by an increase in services and facilities such as school places, transport 
infrastructure and m

edical facilities. 
• 

A preference w
as expressed for w

ell-integrated, infill and 
brow

nfield developm
ent w

hich offers a m
ix of housing types, such as 

flats, sm
all hom

es and larger fam
ily dw

ellings. 
• 

There is som
e dem

and for housing for older residents in order that they can rem
ain in Royal W

ootton Bassett. 
• 

There is a dem
and for less expensive, first tim

e buyer housing to allow
 young people to get on the housing ladder. 
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  Plans and policies w
hich relate to the issues of developm

ent and housing 

D
raft Royal W

ootton Bassett Com
m

unity Led Plan consultation found that 96%
 of residents w

ho responded sought to protect the green space 
betw

een Royal W
ootton Bassett and Sw

indon, and 81%
 of respondents believed there is sufficient housing in the tow

n. 

The Core Strategy: There are no Strategic H
ousing Allocations in Royal W

ootton Bassett, and it is designated as a m
arket tow

n in the Core 
Strategy. How

ever, the Core Strategy expects the tow
n to provide 920 hom

es in the plan period (2006-2026), but these have already been 
com

pleted or com
m

itted, according to Core Policy 19.  The N
eighbourhood Plan can therefore propose som

e additional developm
ent to serve 

the needs of the tow
n, provided it does not conflict w

ith the other policies of the Core Strategy. 

Core Policy 1: Settlem
ent Strategy states 

“M
arket Tow

ns 
O

utside the Principal Settlem
ents, M

arket Tow
ns are defined as settlem

ents that have the ability to support sustainable patterns of 
living in W

iltshire through their current levels of facilities, services and em
ploym

ent opportunities. M
arket Tow

ns have the potential 
for significant developm

ent that w
ill increase the jobs and hom

es in each tow
n in order to help sustain and w

here necessary 
enhance their services and facilities and prom

ote better levels of self-containm
ent and viable sustainable com

m
unities.” 

 The Strategic Housing Land Availability (SH
LAA) reveals 16 sites w

hich the landow
ners have proposed for developm

ent.  These are: 

Site Reference/ Site 
Address 

Developable 
Size 
(hectares)  

N
um

ber 
of 
dw

ellings 
Constraints 

O
w

nership 
Tim

e period in 
w

hich 
deliverable 

499, M
arsh Farm

  
6.56 

292 
 

Single ow
ner 

5 years 

68, Transport Depot 
0.87 

26 
M

inerals 
safeguarding 

Single ow
ner 

5 years 

802, Low
er 

W
oodshaw

 Farm
 

1.76 
200 

 
Single ow

ner 
5 years 
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78, Rear of Public 
House off Station 
Road 

0.3 
9 

 
M

ultiple/ 
unknow

n 
ow

nership 
6-15 years 

99, Rear of 1-10 Vale 
View

 
0.59 

18 
 

M
ultiple/ 

unknow
n 

6-15 years 

79, Rear of Iceland 
and Post O

ffice 
0.34 

10 
M

inerals 
safeguarding 

M
ultiple/ 

unknow
n 

6-15 years 

462, Land South of 
RW

B, Part A 
6.7 

201 

M
inerals 

safeguarding, 
flood risk, HSE 
exclusion 

Single 
ow

nership 
5 years 

80, Radio Station 
0.23 

7 
Contains a 
listed building 

Single 
ow

nership 
6-15 years 

463, Land South of 
RW

B, Part B 
12.85 

386 
SSSI, Flood 
Risk, M

inerals 
Safeguarding 

Single 
ow

nership 
5 years 

46, Land adjacent to 
TH W

hite Car Sales, 
Coped Hall 

0.36 
11 

 
M

ultiple/ 
unknow

n 
6-15 years 

464, Land South of 
RW

B, Part C 
0.94 

28 
M

inerals 
safeguarding, 
flood risk 

Single 
ow

nership 
5 years 

477, Land w
est of 

M
aple Drive 

6.03 
181 

W
ithin/ 

adjacent to a 
County W

ildlife 
Site and Local 
N

ature Reserve 

M
ultiple/ 

unknow
n  

6-15 years 

478, Land north of 
W

hitehill Lane 
4.27 

128 
M

inerals 
safeguarding 

M
ultiple/ 

unknow
n 

6-15 years 

498, Tem
plars W

ay 
2.71 

81 
M

inerals 
M

ultiple / 
6-15 years 
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Industrial Estate 
safeguarding 

unknow
n 

807, N
orth w

est of 
W

hitehill Lane 
Industrial Estate 

3.08 
92 

M
inerals 

safeguarding 
Single 
ow

nership 
5 years 

2054, Land south 
w

est of Hook 
7.31 

490 
County W

ildlife 
Site 

Single 
ow

nership 
5 years 

 Issue 3 - Em
ploym

ent 

Key Findings: 

• 
There is a strong desire for a range of em

ploym
ent opportunities at all skill levels in 

Royal W
ootton Bassett, and a w

ish to attract new
 businesses to both the tow

n 
centre/retailing area and industrial estates.  Since there has been an increase in the 
population of the tow

n, residents hoped that businesses w
ould also find it an attractive 

place to locate.  
• 

Residents recognised that integrating em
ploym

ent opportunities w
ith public 

transport (in particular the potential railw
ay station) w

ould m
ake the tow

n m
ore 

environm
entally sustainable.  They also noted the im

portance of safe cycle routes and easy 
parking. 

• 
Residents look for a range of accessible opportunities and training to reduce the 

tow
n’s dependence on Sw

indon and the w
ider area to provide em

ploym
ent. 

• 
The tow

n w
ould like to gain m

ore from
 the tourism

 sector, and therefore careful 
m

anagem
ent of public spaces and features of conservation significance w

ill be im
portant 

• 
Royal W

ootton Bassett is recognised as a good location for businesses due to its 
attractive character and close proxim

ity to the M
4 and the w

ider w
est region. 
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  Plans and policies w
hich relate to the issue of em

ploym
ent 

D
raft Royal W

ootton Bassett Com
m

unity Led Plan consultation found that residents believed the local econom
y is im

portant and should 
continue to develop and grow

. 

Core Strategy: Core Policy 34:  Additional Em
ploym

ent Land: 

“Proposals for em
ploym

ent developm
ent (use classes B1, B2 or B8) w

ill be supported w
ithin the Principal Settlem

ents, M
arket 

Tow
ns and Local Service C

entres, in addition to the em
ploym

ent land allocated in the C
ore Strategy. These opportunities w

ill need 
to be in the right location and support the strategy, role and function of the tow

n, as identified in C
ore Policy 1 (settlem

ent strategy) 
and in any future com

m
unity-led plans, including neighbourhood plans, w

here applicable.” 
 C

ore P
olicy 35: Existing Em

ploym
ent Sites seeks to protect such sites from

 alternative developm
ent unless specific criteria are 

m
et. 

 C
ore P

olicy 36: Econom
ic R

egeneration seeks to m
axim

ise the use of brow
nfield sites w

ithin M
arket Tow

ns,  
 “R

egeneration of brow
nfield sites w

ill be supported in the Principal Settlem
ents, M

arket Tow
ns and Local Service C

entres w
here 

the proposed uses help to deliver the overall strategy for that settlem
ent, as identified in C

ore Policy 1 (Settlem
ent Strategy) and in 

any future com
m

unity-led plans, including N
eighbourhood Plans, and/or enhance the vitality and viability of the tow

n centre by 
introducing a range of active uses that do not com

pete w
ith the existing tow

n centre.” 
 Core Policy 40: Hotels, Bed and Breakfasts, guest houses and conference facilities: 

“Proposals for new
 hotels, bed and breakfasts and guesthouses w

ithin Local Service Centres, and Large and Sm
all Villages w

ill be supported 
w

here the proposals are of an appropriate scale and character w
ithin the context of the im

m
ediate surroundings and the settlem

ent as a 
w

hole.” 
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  Issue 4: O
pen Space 

 Key Findings 

• 
The canal is a popular feature and m

any individuals 
com

m
ented they w

ould like to see a continuous canal w
ith a m

arina 
and tow

path, w
hich w

ould benefit local people as w
ell as attracting 

visitors. 
• 

The green space betw
een the tow

n and Sw
indon is im

portant 
to m

ost residents to m
aintain the separation of the tow

ns and retain 
the rural identity of Royal W

ootton Bassett. 
• 

Residents w
ould like to see m

ore green spaces, parks and 
allotm

ents developed w
ithin the tow

n, and those that already exist 
m

aintained to a high standard to ensure they rem
ain safe and 

attractive. 
• 

Accessible open space for those w
ith physical disabilities w

as 
raised as a need. 

• 
Residents feel that the developm

ent of a Country Park in or 
near the tow

n w
ould be desirable.  
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  Plans and policies w
hich relate to open space 

As described above, Core Policy CP52 relates to G
reen Infrastructure, w

hich includes parks, open spaces, recreation areas, paths and 
playgrounds.  The policy supports the retention and im

provem
ent of such areas.  W

iltshire Council is currently preparing a G
reen 

Infrastructure Strategy to support the protection and enhancem
ent of these spaces.   

N
orth W

iltshire Local Plan Policy CF3 w
ill continue to be saved after the adoption of the Core Strategy. 

 ‘Proposals for new
 housing developm

ent w
ill be required to m

ake provision for open space on site, to provide 15m
² for Local Parks and 3m

² 
for play areas per person. The Council w

ill accept in the appropriate circum
stances, financial paym

ents from
 developers for provision of open 

space according to the follow
ing order of preference: 

i) Provision of open space elsew
here w

hich is appropriately located in relation to the developm
ent; 

ii) Contributions tow
ards the upgrading of existing nearby open spaces.  

Developm
ent w

ill be required to m
ake contributions to rem

edy local deficiencies in the quantity and/or quality of open space and the future 
m

aintenance of open space provided to m
eet needs arising from

 the new
 developm

ent as set out in N
orth W

iltshire s O
pen Spaces Study.’ 
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 Issue 5: G
etting Around (Traffic/transport/roads/pavem

ents/cyclew
ays/parking) 

Key Issues 

• 
There is a strong desire am

ongst the residents of Royal W
ootton Bassett for the reinstatem

ent of the railw
ay station to serve the tow

n.  
It is hoped that this w

ould allow
 residents to travel for w

ork and pleasure m
ore sustainably and attract visitors to the tow

n. 
• 

Integrated public transport/sustainable transport is im
portant to m

any 
residents.  Linking a new

 railw
ay station w

ith buses and offering safe 
cycle routes/cycle parking w

ould be w
elcom

ed. 
• 

A high quality, frequent bus service offering evening journeys w
as 

noted by m
any individuals as significant.  There is concern about the 

cost of fares and the reduction in the frequency/destinations offered.  
Residents stated that a lack of travel choice affected their 
em

ploym
ent opportunities and increased car use and consequently 

congestion. 
• 

Adequate parking w
as cited by m

any individuals as an im
portant 

issue.  M
any residents w

ould like to see m
ore free car parking in the 

tow
n, designated loading bays for deliveries to reduce congestion and 

sufficient off street parking to com
plem

ent new
 housing 

developm
ent. 

• 
M

any residents m
entioned the w

ish for a bypass and/or reduced 
traffic, in particular HG

V through the tow
n centre. W

hilst som
e 

residents felt that pedestrianisation of the tow
n centre w

as desirable, 
others w

ere concerned w
ith the loss of passing trade for tow

n centre 
businesses. 
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• 
There is dem

and for m
ore safe, designated pedestrian and cycle paths around Royal W

ootton Bassett and to link the tow
n to its 

neighbours in particular Sw
indon.   

• 
Residents w

ere concerned about road safety, especially for children and around schools.  Suggestions for im
proving safety included 

reduced speed lim
its, traffic calm

ing, m
ore safe crossing points and better road safety education. 

• 
Residents of Royal W

ootton Bassett are concerned about traffic congestion both around the tow
n and outside, particularly at peak 

tim
es.  M

any felt that the transport infrastructure had not kept pace w
ith the population grow

th w
ith w

orsening congestion and poor 
quality road surfaces. 

Plans and policies w
hich relate to getting around 

D
raft Royal W

ootton Bassett Com
m

unity Led Plan consultation found that 64%
 of those w

ho responded said they w
ould like to use public 

transport m
ore frequently, w

ith the car being the predom
inant form

 of transport currently.  31%
 of those w

ho responded to this consultation 
hoped to see a railw

ay station developed in Royal W
ootton Bassett. 

Core Policy 66: Strategic Transport N
etw

ork 
“The developm

ent and/or im
provem

ent of the follow
ing railw

ay stations w
ill be prom

oted and encouraged. 
a. C

orsham
 railw

ay station. 
b. M

elksham
 railw

ay station. 
c. R

oyal W
ootton Bassett railw

ay station.” 

C
ore P

olicy 65 M
ovem

ent of G
oods describes m

easures to ensure that H
G

Vs are using appropriate routes w
hich m

inim
ise 

com
m

unity im
pacts. 

Core Strategy Policies CP60: Sustainable Transport and CP61: Transport and D
evelopm

ent set the broad context for  traffic and road issues, 
aim

ing to reduce the need to travel, reduce dependence on the private car and m
ake other transport options such as w

alking, cycling and 
public transport m

ore viable. 
The third W

iltshire Local Transport Plan w
as published in M

arch 2011 and sets transport policy alongside the Core Strategy.   
Core Strategy Policy CP52: G

reen Infrastructure (P196) is supportive of the retention and im
provem

ent of existing paths.  Developer 
contributions can help to secure these im

provem
ents, and the creation of new

 paths. 
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 Issue 6: Sense of Place 

This issue covers village identity, sense of com
m

unity, cultural issues, population m
ake-up, design in the built environm

ent and com
m

unity 
safety.  Although not all of these m

atters are directly connected to land use planning, they rem
ain relevant in the process of N

eighbourhood 
Planning in helping people shape the future of their com

m
unity and therefore do relate to planning. 

Key Findings 

• 
Residents of Royal W

ootton Bassett felt that com
m

unity spirit, a caring, active culture and a thriving m
arket tow

n identity w
ere 

im
portant in m

aking the tow
n special. 

• 
O

n the w
hole residents feel safe in Royal W

ootton Bassett and appreciate the pleasant physical environm
ent w

ith trees, open spaces 
and peaceful places. 

• 
Com

m
unity events and m

ilitary heritage m
ake Royal W

ootton Bassett special and unique and are cherished by residents. 
• 

There is a strong sense of civic pride in the tow
n w

hich is reflected in the positive appearance of public spaces and w
ell m

aintained 
buildings. 

Plans and policies relating to sense of place 

D
raft Royal W

ootton Bassett Com
m

unity Led Plan consultation found that the m
ajority of residents feel safe in the tow

n. 

The Royal W
ootton Bassett and Cricklade Area Strategy section of the Core Strategy states, 

“the long established policy of protecting the distinct character and identity of the villages and settlem
ents rem

ains a priority for local 
com

m
unities. This applies particularly to the parts of the com

m
unity area w

hich adjoin the adm
inistrative area of Sw

indon Borough Council 
w

here there m
ay be unplanned developm

ent pressure. The open countryside should be m
aintained to protect the character and identity of 

the area in accordance w
ith Core Policy 51. The local com

m
unity m

ay also w
ish to consider this m

atter further in any future com
m

unity-led 
neighbourhood planning w

ork” 
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 W
hat do you like best about Royal W

ootton Bassett?  
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 How
 could Royal W

ootton Bassett be im
proved?   

 1. Tow
n C

entre Im
provem

ents (a variety of shops, few
er charity 

shops, m
ore clothing/com

parison shops, m
ore/im

proved m
arket) 

2. C
oncern over volum

e of new
 housing, design, greenfield site 

protection, a w
ish for grow

th to cease 
3. Provide a railw

ay station 
4. For facilities and services to keep pace w

ith the grow
th in 

population 
5. Ease traffic congestion, prevent heavy traffic in tow

n and reduce 
speeding 
6. Increase in social/cultural/leisure facilities, eg cinem

a, theatre, 
parks, allotm

ents, skate park 
7. Increase in bars, coffee shops and restaurants 
8. Increase in civic pride (less litter, graffiti, m

aintenance) 
9. Parking im

provem
ents (m

ore free parking, resident parking) 
10.G

reater opportunities for sports 
11.A

ctivities for young people and fam
ilies 

12.Provision of a bypass 
13.C

anal im
provem

ents (cleaner, joined up) 
14.C

ountryside conservation, preservation of green space 
15.H

appy w
ith how

 it is 
16.Im

proved m
edical facilities 

17.Increased provision of cycle w
ays 

18. Public transport im
provem

ents and m
aintenance 

19.Em
ploym

ent 


