Service Devolution and Asset Transfer

Report from Joshua Toll, Community Project Officer to a meeting of the Town Council held on Thursday 10th October, 2019.

Purpose of the Report

The purpose of this report is to update members on the first Devolution meeting held with Wiltshire Council and highlight how the scheme will progress.

Background

Since Wiltshire Council have begun the process of Service Devolution and Asset Transfer with Local Councils, Salisbury, Chippenham and Devizes have now completed their packages. The services and assets transferred allow for more efficient management and funding security as Wiltshire have set to reduce budgets.

On Thursday 14th February, 2019, Full Council gave approval to approach Wiltshire to begin this process. The first meeting with Wiltshire Council was held on Friday 27th September, 2019, and was to discuss the devolution process, key dates and potential services and assets to transfer.

Wiltshire Council confirmed that all ID Verde contracts will cease to be funded in November 2022, having been extended from the previous deadline of June 2020. This is relevant as our preliminary asset transfer list is exclusively open space and grassed areas. 

Furthermore, the areas included for freehold transfer didn’t match up with Wiltshire’s grass cutting maps, proposing to transfer a smaller proportion all land owned. This leaves uncertainties with how the services will be delivered and financed in the near future. Full GIS mapping of land to transfer and up to date grass cutting maps have been requested. To add, Wiltshire Library and Borough Fields Car Park were not initially included with the asset transfer list but it was agreed these would be placed on the table for negotiation, with Lime Kiln Leisure Centre being noted as part of CIL for future development. A further point to highlight, Manor House is being dealt with as a separate entity and forms no part of these discussions.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The next appointment with Wiltshire Council on Friday 11th October, 2019 is to receive ID Verde contract and financial information, with the remaining transfer documents and mapping to follow. Once all relevant documentation is received, a final devolution package can begin to be negotiated and presented for approval. Wiltshire aim to take the package to Cabinet in January 2020, but with the inclusion of Borough Fields Car Park and Wiltshire Library, this may delay the aspiration.
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