ABOUT
Neighbourhood Plan
Neighbourhood Plans were introduced by the Localism Act 2011. They empower communities to shape the development and growth of a local area. Once adopted, they become part of the Development Plan, and contribute to planning application decisions in that area as well as protecting green spaces. A Neighbourhood Plan cannot block development that is already part of the Local Plan, but it can shape where that development will go and what it will look like. 

Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) is a charge that local authorities in England can place on new development in their area. The money generated through the levy will contribute to the funding of infrastructure to support growth. Where development takes place in an area with a ‘made’ Neighbourhood Plan Wiltshire Council must pass on 25% CIL receipts to town/parish councils for that area, compared to areas without neighbourhood plans who will receive 15% (capped at £100 per council tax dwelling) of the relevant CIL receipts.

On 10th October 2019, Royal Wootton Bassett Council voted to review their adopted Neighbourhood Plan. A few selected Councillors were tasked to set up the Neighbourhood Plan Working Party, with a call to local people to sit on the committee to help the project progress. Covid–19 delayed the process, but a planning consultant has been employed to assist in the review of the Plan and now preparations are underway to hold initial a public consultation on the current plan, to ensure it is up-to-date and effective and delivers what the town needs. 

But why review our Neighbourhood Plan, now? Does a Neighbourhood Plan have to be updated every 2 years?

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF 2019) guidance advises when will it may be necessary to review and update a neighbourhood plan. Whilst the guidance states there is no timeframe to review or update, it suggests the following events may trigger a review:
· Where a policy has been in force for a period of time, other material considerations maybe given greater weight in planning decisions as the evidence base for the plan policy becomes less robust.
· When local plan policies covering the neighbourhood plan area, conflicts with neighbourhood plan policies and is adopted after the ‘made” neighbourhood plan. 
· When strategic housing policies in a local plan sets out a housing requirement for a designated neighbourhood area.

Wiltshire Council has a pivotal role to support Neighbourhood Planning, with guidance and advice found on their website.
Local Plan
Paragraph 153 of the National Planning Policy Framework requires that each planning authority (in Royal Wootton Bassett’s case is Wiltshire Council) should prepare a Local Plan for its area. Local Plans provide the framework for future development and address the needs and opportunities of communities. Local Plans must contribute to the achievement of sustainable development and be consistent with the principles and policies in the government’s National Planning Policy Framework. In essence, Local Plans should set out what the opportunities are for development in the area and say what will and will not be permitted and where. Local Plans are at the heart of the planning system and an important consideration in deciding planning applications. They set the framework in which decisions on particular proposals are taken locally. The law makes it clear that decisions on planning applications should be made in accordance with the policies and proposals within the development plan unless other strong planning reasons or ‘material considerations’ indicate otherwise. 

Under the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 (as amended) Wiltshire Council has a statutory duty to prepare and maintain a Local Development Plan Scheme (LDS) and on 26th March 2019 Cabinet approved to undertake to revise their Core Strategy adopted 2015 to cover the period 2016 – 2036, to be known as the Local Plan Review. At that time, it was envisaged the work would be carried out for the period 2019-2022, but the Covid-19 pandemic impact has meant the timeframe has been extended to 2023.

At a meeting on 30th April 2019, Cabinet members considered the question on the number of new homes Wiltshire should plan to accommodate over the period 2016 – 2036 and how they should be disturbed throughout the county. Royal Wootton Bassett proposed requirement growth, currently being tested, is for 1255 new homes, 1026 residual requirement and 6 hectares of employment. But, as directed by Spatial Planning Officers, residual dwelling requirement figures will change based on permissions approved and completions.




