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WILTSHIRE
Hotel Golf Leisure

A warm welcome awaits all of those who visit the
Wiltshire Hotel Golf & Leisure Club!
Hotel & Leisure - with a 58 room hotel,
impressive Leisure Centre with Technogym
Equipment, 18 metre Swimming Pool, Sauna,
Steam room & Jacuzzi - the Wiltshire can cater
to all your hotel and leisure needs. Why not
contact us to find out more about our
compeve hotel and Leisure Member rates?
The Wiltshire Beauty Salon - why not contact us to
book your treatment? Call one of our therapists
on 01793 849999.
Host your Wedding! Licensed for Civil Weddings
with fabulous Wedding Packages available to
make your special day truly memorable.
Conferences - Three purpose-built conference
rooms that can cater for anything from 5 to 200
delegates.
Sunday Carvery!
We are open for Lunch & Dinner Bookings
every day!

Visitors Welcome!
Golf - set in over 350 acres of parkland, Golf at
the Wiltshire offers an 18-hole Lakes Course and a
9-hole Garden Course!
Great Golf Membership Rates available.
Contact Recepon on 01793 849999
E-mail - recepon@the-wiltshire.co.uk
www.the-wiltshire.co.uk
3038705
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Burrows Communications Limited
Cantium House, 2nd Floor
Railway Approach
Wallington SM6 0DZ
Tel: 020 8773 3000
Fax: 020 8669 0301
email: postmaster@burrows.co.uk
www.burrows.co.uk
Please note: This publication is wholly
or partially funded by the advertisers
herein and the publisher. It is provided
at no charge to the council.
Our Advertisers:
We gratefully acknowledge the support
of all the firms whose advertisements
appear in these pages. Without their
help we would not be able to produce
this town guide.
As a reciprocal gesture we have pleasure
in drawing the attention of our readers
to their announcements, but wish to
make it clear that Royal Wootton
Bassett Town Council can accept no
responsibility for their products or
services advertised.
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Welcome to Royal
Wootton Bassett!
As Mayor, I would like to welcome you to our historic market town.
This guide has been put together to give you some ideas about the
facilities and opportunities, whether you are here for a day or a decade.
In Royal Wootton Bassett, we have a High Street with many independent
businesses with lots of treasures to discover. Our High Street, Museum
and Historical Society can offer you a chance to explore both, our most
recent and long forgotten past. There are a fantastic range of open spaces
and sports facilities for you to relax, keep fit and compete in. We have
a great many clubs, societies and organisations where you’ll find great
opportunities to participate and a chance to become a part of the town.
We’re near the countryside with many walks available to you and should
you want to go further afield, you’ll find that we are well situated close to
main road links.
Whatever brings you to our community, myself and the Town Council staff
are happy to help!
Mayor, Councillor Steve Bucknell
Royal Wootton Bassett Council Team

Mayor, Councillor Steve Bucknell
& Town Crier Owen Collier
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Play Areas, Sports Grounds
and Open Spaces
Whether you’re here for a day or to stay for a few years, you
may like to take some time out in our fantastic range of play
areas, sports grounds and open spaces.
Receiving a 5-star award from South West in Bloom, as part of their
Pride in Parks scheme, Jubilee Lake is an open space which offers play
equipment for a range of ages, a tea room, short country walking routes,
nature guides and an angling lake (permits from Wootton Bassett
Stationery on the High Street).
At Otter Way, Noremarsh, New Road, Showfield, Woodshaw and Poets
Park, recent local investment means that there are football pitches,
basketball courts, table tennis tables and a great range of fun play
equipment, to suite different ages and abilities.
For active adults, there are outdoor gyms at Poets Park and Otter Way
Park and for those seeking a little peace, the Jacqui Woolford Memorial
Park has a more restful atmosphere.
If you are keen to be active and compete, you may like to learn more
about the opportunities for sport and fitness in the town. The Lime
Kiln Leisure Centre offers a variety of classes, courses and facilities
for sporting clubs including netball, squash, Tae Kwon Do, swimming
and badminton. At the Gerard Buxton Sports Ground the local Sports
Association have developed a new site with excellent facilities for tennis,
football, running and cricket and our rugby club is just across the road.
For fans of hockey, you’ll find the Royal Wootton Bassett Hockey Club
on the astro-turf at the Royal Wootton Bassett Academy on weekday
evenings and weekends. There are so many more opportunities with our
vast range of clubs, groups and societies, you may want to take a look at
our Royal Wootton Bassett Community Magazine to find out more.
We pride ourselves that our town welcomes all with two and four feet!
To keep it a tidy and pleasant place for all, we have plenty of bins and
dog waste facilities to support residents and visitors.
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Jubilee Lake

Jubilee Lake & Pirate Ship
Poets Park

Otter Way

New Road
Woodshaw
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Welcoming Places
to Relax and Enjoy
Royal Wootton Bassett has a High Street, which is full of hidden
delights and is rich in welcoming independent businesses.
Many visitors to the town may wonder where to go to grab a bite to eat
and a cuppa, or a pleasant evening meal, so here are some of the great
choices on offer.
Nestled behind the museum, The Town Hall Tea Rooms sells a delicious
selection of locally produced cakes and light lunches for you to enjoy.
Just beyond the family owned hardware shop Rouses, tucked away
in Sparrow Lane, The Crafty Coffee Pot provides a splendid cooked
breakfast, not to be missed! Close to our independent greengrocers is
Dandelion’s Coffee Shop, which offers delicious choices for those who
have vegan, dairy and gluten free diets. Whilst at the top of our High
Street, our award-winning butchers Crumps, has now opened a new
Coffee Shop where you can enjoy a Bassett Banger butty, as well as a
range of pastries and cakes.
The Crafty Coffee Pot

Crumps

Dandelion Coffee Shop
Ray’s Ice Cream Shop
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Sugar Rush

Ganges

Bella Vita

Bella Vita

Marshalls Bakery

The Bassett Bakery

For those times when you want to treat others, (or yourself!) you can
buy Bassett Bon Bons and other traditional favourites at Sugar Rush
or indulge with waffles, milkshake and cones at Ray’s Ice Cream Shop.
For your evening meal, you’ll find that you’re spoilt for choice, with our
High Street’s international selection. In Wood Street, behind the museum,
The Five Bells is a traditional country pub (with fire place) that cooks a
wonderful selection on Tuesdays and Wednesdays - including some great
homemade burgers in brioche buns! For those visitors who enjoy seafood,
Bella Vita serves some lovely seafood, pasta and pizza. For a little Spanish
Tapas, Casa de Pico presents a range of light bites to sample, share and
enjoy, whilst Oscar’s Grill offers flavours of Turkey. If you prefer a fuller
flavour or a little spice, you’ll receive a friendly welcome at our great
Indian and Chinese restaurants, Ganges (Wiltshire Business of the Year
Awards 2015), Oriental Aroma, Chillies and Jade Tiger. On Sundays our
High Street pubs also offer traditional roasts at the Prince of Wales,
The Crown, The Cross Keys and The Angel.
But, if you need something quick, you won’t miss out as The Bassett
Bakery and Marshall’s Bakery offer hot pastries, sandwiches, cakes and
hot sausage rolls, as well as the local favourite Lardy Cake. We also have
some great take-aways, including everyone’s much loved fish and chips,
available from The Harbour Fish and Chips and Lee’s Fish and Chips.
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Discover Our Past
Royal Wootton Bassett has a rich history for you to discover
through our museum, historical society and as you explore
our town.
Wootton is first mentioned in 680AD in a Charter of Malmesbury Abbey,
then again in the Domesday Book of 1086. Norman lord Alan Basset’s two
estates, Vastern and Old Wootton, became Wootton Bassett. His name,
along with King John’s other counsellors, appears on the Magna Carta.
Edward III granted Alan Basset the right to hold a weekly market in the
town on Fridays (this now takes place on Wednesdays).
Ownership passed by marriage to Hugh Despenser whose relationship
with Edward II triggered the civil war of 1321-22. Vastern was later
acquired by Lord Hyde, 1st Earl of Clarendon, who had the iconic,
15 legged Town Hall built. Clarendon did not support Cromwell in the
Civil War and later became Lord Chancellor to Charles II.

St. Bartholomew and
All Saints Medieval
Parish Church

Domesday Plaque
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The Blind House

Remembrance Day

Marble Sculpture “Forever”

Beneath the Town Hall’s stairway is a curious cobbled area; the site of the
town’s Blind House where drunks and other undesirables were locked up
in the days before police cells. The town’s stocks and “Cucking stool”,
used for ducking garrulous women in the town’s pond, are upstairs in the
museum, which also houses the town’s regalia.
The town had, at various times, a brickworks, breweries, the St. Ivel Dairy
factory and various other industries. It was also a “Rotten Borough”,
returning two MPs to parliament with much bribery and corruption
until the 1832 Reform Act put a stop to all that!
Royal Wootton Bassett is both historical and vibrant. On the High
Street alone, over 40 buildings are listed by Historic England for their
architectural importance, including the beautiful St. Bartholomew
and All Saints Medieval Parish Church. Originally built in the mid-13th
century, it was almost entirely rebuilt in 1470 and restored in 1879 to
be once more in keeping with its medieval period.
A modern war memorial was installed in 2004 to augment the more private
memorial garden at the town’s cemetery. Before long, it became the focus
for the nation’s respect as fallen soldiers were repatriated through the town
from 2007 – 2011. The Town was then granted royal patronage in March 2011,
by Elizabeth II in recognition of its tributes to the fallen. Wootton Bassett
was presented with the Letters Patent, by the Princess Royal on 16 October
2011. These events then inspired sculptor, Mark Humphrey, to gift the town
with a white marble stone poppy, called “Forever”, which was dedicated in
the presence of HRH The Princess Royal in 2016. Lights installed at the base
of the sculpture bathe the stone poppy in the traditional red after dark.
Geologically, the town sits atop a Corallian ridge of limestone, sloping
down to fossil-rich Kimmeridge clay. The Wilts and Berks Canal was cut
through this clay and operated for just 31 years before the railway arrived
in 1841. The restored canal is now a peaceful, nature-filled walk just a
short distance from the town centre.
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Opportunities to
Work and Prosper
Royal Wootton Bassett is well known as a thriving market
town, with facilities for business and convenient links to
the larger cities.
With close links to the M4, M5 and mainland trains operating from
Swindon to major cities such as London, Bath and Bristol, it makes
the town an attractive place for commuters and visitors.
To improve future links and connections, the town is working to restore
its railway station and establish further cycle routes. These changes will
make commuting even easier. Alternatively, there’s a bus route which
runs every 10-20 minutes to nearby villages and towns.

Manor House Enterprise Centre
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Aerial view of Royal Wootton Bassett

If you’re interested in renting business premises or hosting clients in the
town, there are a range of venues, including; Manor House Enterprise
Centre which offers a bright, modern suite of meeting rooms suitable for
training, events and workshops; Interface Business Park, which offers
high quality self-contained offices set in an attractive environment with
allocated parking; or for serviced offices and warehouses facilities, you
may find White Hill Industrial Park of benefit.
The Chambers of Commerce offers start-up support to new businesses
and work closely with groups such as the Royal Wootton Bassett
Business Association, which has over 1,100 online community members.
Social media sites and local magazines are used as a platform to share
knowledge, advertise promotional events and keep the public informed
about local services available to them; these are often supported by
personal recommendations which can be a great opportunity to attract
new customers.
The town hosts many public events throughout the year, such as regular
Farmers’ markets, a weekly Wednesday market, Carnival and Christmas
Lights which bring people into the High Street. These events bring the
community together to create a buzzing market town atmosphere and
encourage residents to support their local High Street. Whether you’re
working, living or shopping in Royal Wootton Bassett, you’ll love spending
time here.
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Volunteering that
Builds Community
In every community, without exception, volunteering is an
essential foundation as we have seen in Royal Wootton Bassett.

“Volunteering is the ultimate exercise in democracy. You vote in
elections once every 4 years, but when you volunteer, you vote
every day about the kind of community you want to live in.”
~Author Unknown

Whilst we have learnt that our community stood together in significant
moments in our recent past, the reason it came together was because
of the strong community that already existed. Our community is founded
on clubs, groups and societies of varying types, that have been successful
due to many years of hard work and dedication. We are a town that has
found that more and more is gained for the time and amount that is put in.
This has lead us to not only maintaining all our clubs, but also being able
to put on the Annual Christmas Lights and the Carnival in May, both of
which rely heavily on many volunteers.
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But why should you personally volunteer? Volunteering offers everyone
a range of benefits. Volunteering has been found to reduce stress,
promote your well-being and may improve your mood, a benefit with
potential links to your immune system. Providing your support could
be equivalent to a donation of £26.00 per hour to voluntary organisations
and you’ll have the opportunity to gain skills that may help your personal
development at work.
Volunteering is a social activity, which brings people together from a
range of backgrounds to work as a team, offering chances to get to know
your neighbours and make friends. You may increase your understanding
of your community, having greater empathy with those who live around
you. Greater cohesion in your community may be developed as
organisations improve the quality of life and support the community.
Your journey in volunteering may help you to unearth greater talents
and provide you with greater understanding of organisations around
you. Supporting organisations you’re passionate about lets you enhance
community resources you value. You may develop a greater sense of civic
responsibility and you will of course make a very important difference!
With all these benefits, why don’t you find out about volunteering
opportunities and see what you could gain?
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Countryside to Explore
Royal Wootton Bassett is ideally placed to explore some
beautiful countryside and historic sites of interest.
The nearest English Heritage Iron Age Hill Fort is within walking distance,
at the end of Bincknoll Lane, taking a route via the Canal tow path, and
lies on the same ridge as the Broad Town White Horse hill figure that can
be seen from many viewpoints in the town.
Some of the world’s most famous World Heritage Sites lie within an easy
drive of the town. The magnificent Avebury Stone Circle and Avenue are a
20-minute drive away, forming part of the Stonehenge and Avebury World
Heritage Site. To the west is the World Heritage city of Bath which is
best known for its connections to author Jane Austen and its ancient hot
Roman Baths.
Lydiard Park, although officially in Swindon, houses the Royal Wootton
Bassett Field of Remembrance within the walled garden of the Great House.
The extensive park also has country walks, woodland, a lake, tea rooms and
a barbecue area. If you’re energetic, it can be reached on foot from Royal
Wootton Bassett in about an hour, via public rights of way. Another favourite
barbecue area is at the Great Savernake Forest, near Marlborough.
A popular series of walks (or 4x4 drives in the summer) are along the
87 mile long Ridgeway, described as Britain’s oldest road. There are
several heritage sites along its route with car parking. It begins at
Overton Hill, near Avebury and passes through Hackpen Hill White Horse,
Barbury Castle and Liddington Castle Iron Age Hill Forts; then, a little further
but very worthwhile, the Uffington White Horse and Wayland’s Smithy.
Not least among these jewels of England is the town of Royal Wootton
Bassett itself, surrounded by farmland criss-crossed with country
lanes and rights of way for you to explore and create your own favourite
country walks.
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Wiltshire and Berkshire Canal
Bincknoll Iron Age Hill Fort

Avebury Henge
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Local Wildlife on Brynards Hill

Useful Information
The Library – Borough Fields
Tel: 01793 853249
Opening hours:
Monday................................10.am
(Closed Tuesday)
Wednesday.......................9.30am
Thursday and Friday......9.30am
Saturday.............................9.30am

The Churches
St. Bartholomew and
All Saints’ Church
1 Church Street,
Royal Wootton Bassett
SN4 7BO
Revd. Canon Jane Curtis
Tel: 01793 977395
www.stbartholomews-wb.com
United Reformed Church
Wood Street,
Royal Wootton Bassett
SN4 7BD
Revd. Sarah Simpson
Tel: 01666 826866
www.wburc.org.uk
Methodist Church
High Street
Royal Wootton Bassett
SN4 7BS
Revd. David Perkins
Tel: 01793 853197
www.wbmc.co.uk
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– 7pm
– 7pm
– 5pm
– 4pm

Sacred Heart Roman Catholic Church
High Street, Royal Wootton Bassett
SN4 7AH
Fr Lucas Rodrigues
Tel: 01793 852366
Deacon Terry Aspell
Tel: 01793 325681
www.thesacredheartparish.co.uk
Wootton Bassett Community Church
PO Box 270
Royal Wootton Bassett
SN4 8SD
Pastors T & K Ravenscroft
Tel: 01793 848098 / 854165
www.woottonbassettcommunity
church.org.uk
Lime Kiln Sports Centre
Lime Kiln, Royal Wootton Bassett
SN4 7HG
Tel: 01793 852197
Opening hours:
Monday........................ 7am – 10pm
Tuesday........................ 7am – 10pm
Wednesday................. 7am – 10pm
Thursday...................... 7am – 10pm
Friday............................ 7am – 10pm
Saturday....................... 7am – 6pm
Sunday.......................... 7am – 10pm
The Town Hall Museum
Tel: 01793 848686
Opening times:
Wednesdays............... 10am – noon
Saturdays.................... 10am – noon
Free entry

Buses to Swindon (at October 2017)
Stagecoach 55
Tel: 0871 200 2233
(calls cost 12p per minute plus phone
companies access charge)
Stagecoach run three buses each hour
to the station until 19:26. After 20:52
there is only one bus per hour to the
station. Their last bus to Swindon
Station leaves the High Street at 23:52.
Please note whilst correct at time of
print these are subject to change.
Town Council Offices
117 High Street
Royal Wootton Bassett SN4 7AU
Tel: 01793 850222
Opening hours:
Monday to Thursday....8.30am - 5.00pm
Fridays...............................8.30am - 4.00pm
www.royalwoottonbassett.gov.uk
Primary Schools

St Bartholomew’s Primary Academy
Tel: 01793 853288
Longleaze Primary School
Tel: 01793 849251
Wootton Bassett Infants’ School
Tel: 01793 852254
Noremarsh Community Junior School
Tel: 01793 852250
Secondary Academy

The Royal Wootton Bassett Academy
Tel: 01793 841900

GPs

Tinkers Lane Surgery
Tel: 01793 852131
New Court Surgery
Tel: 01793 852302
Police

Please dial 101 for non-emergencies.
Your call will be transferred to
Wiltshire Police. In an emergency,
please dial 999.
Entertainment

•R
 oyal Wootton Bassett
Community Cinema
• Anything But Ordinary Theatre
•W
 ootton Bassett Light
Operatic Society
• The Clarendon Players
• The Wiltshire Leisure & Golf Club
• Tea Dances
• T he Wootton Bassett Carnival
Procession takes place in May
each year.
• T he Wootton Bassett Arts Festival
takes place in June and November
each year.
•R
 oyal Wootton Bassett Christmas
Lights & Shopping Event takes place
in the High Street on the first Friday
of December each year.

17

18

19

3038607
WOO_308320

05.01.18

87mm

1st

57mm

KA

Full Colour

22 High St.
13.12.17

87mm

ROP

2nd

57mm

Illustrator CS2

AP/AP

Full Colour

Yes

01793 852458

www.georgevetgroup.co.uk
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DEACONS

Little Foxes

Childcare and Education
for Children and their Parents
Judged outstanding by Ofsted since
2009, visit us and explore our facilities
including our revamped gardens and
meadow, hydrotherapy pool, multisensory
room, hall with gym apparatus, stage and
lighting effects. We also have our own minibus
for trips out and about.

for DIAMONDS

DEACON & SON (SWINDON) LTD
ESTABLISHED 1848
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42 High Street, Royal Wootton Bassett SN4 7AF

Open 51 weeks of the year, 7.30-18.30 Monday
to Friday, caring for babies and children 0-5
years. Full or Term time places, no minimum
number of sessions. Two, three and four year
old funded places available.

11-15 Wood Street, Old Town, Swindon SN1 4AN

For more information on the services available
please telephone or visit our website.
The Common, Brinkworth SN15 5DX
T: 01666 510356 • www.littlefoxesnursery.com

Items featured subject to stock availability

3038446

Tel: 01793 852945
Also at:

Tel: 01793 527530/522072
www.deacons-jewellers.com

3038607
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Search YouTube for
‘Ask AMS Accountancy’
Swindon
www.ask-ams.co.uk

01793 818400
www.ams-accountancy.co.uk
3038548

3038510

Wootton Bassett Infants’ School
High Street
Royal Wootton Bassett
Wiltshire
SN4 7BS
Headteacher: Mark Hazzard
Visits Welcome to our happy and
successful school
Tel: 01793 852254

Not
Only Mortgages
Ulies • Insurance • Mortgages • Protecon
Mortgage & Protection Advice
contact Suzanne Gore

3038513

Noremarsh Junior School
Clarendon Drive, Royal Wootton Bassett
Wiltshire SN4 8BT

Bowman House Business Centre,
Whitehill Lane,
Royal Wootton Bassett
SN4 7DB

01793 843153
07971 262994
“Building the foundations for lifelong learning”
Headteacher: Andy Simpson Telephone: 01793 852250
www.noremarsh.wilts.sch.uk

3038601

suzanne@only-mortgages.co.uk
www.notonlymortgages.co.uk
3038445
B/308320/04/18/KING
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/RoyalWoottonBassettTownCouncil

