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Welcome
I cannot believe how quickly this year has flown by; we are already in the Winter edition!
Planning is now in full swing for our Christmas Lights & Shopping Event 2019 which is being
held shortly after you receive this issue. Hopefully we will see you all there on Friday 29th
November. Look out for our newly built Santa’s Grotto which I am sure all of the children will
want to visit this year. Santa and his elves worked very hard on building it (with help from RWB
Shed – Thank you!). We have many stall holders returning and some that are new, we look
forward to seeing them all on the night.
In this edition we have an article on the Mayor’s Civic Service on pages 12 and 13. There are
also the regular features from the Town Crier, Mayor and the wildlife team (Richard and Judy
Gosnell).
Returning to the Bulletin, but for the first time in the Community magazine, is the puzzle page.
Please let me know if you would like this to be a regular feature.
As always, you can contact me via rachel@royalwoottonbassett.gov.uk
Royal Wootton Bassett Town Council hopes all our readers have a fantastic end of the year, so,
until next time, we would like to wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

From the Mayor
We have certainly had some wonderful weather this summer, although I am sure like me it
seems a distant memory with the damp, windy and dark nights we are now experiencing!
There have been some amazing activities in our town since summer, with musical concerts
bringing feeling and emotion to us all. There has been great acting from our town’s amateur
dramatics groups and youth groups. Church summer fetes, school events, charity events,
youth challenges and much more.
Of course, without the volunteers and helpers in the organisations that run these events, they
just wouldn’t happen. If we only took the youth groups in our town, the Cubs, Scouts, Guides,
Army and Sea Cadets, football, rugby, hockey clubs and so on, the variety of groups are huge.
If you are a parent whose child is involved with one or more of these groups, you know how
valuable they are to our children. I know, I am one of them.
We are very lucky in our town to have so many resources alongside our great schools that benefit
our youth. But sometimes students and their parents need a little financial help to get the
maximum benefit from these organisations and school activities. We are very fortunate in our
town as we have a charity who award grants to
students between the ages of 7 to 25 years. It is called
The Richard Jones Foundation, which is my chosen
charity for my mayoral year. For those students who
need help to buy equipment, instruments, books or
The Mayor is pictured here with his daughter, Olivia.
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fund educational trips or additional tuition, the Richard Jones Foundation are there to help
(contact them on their Facebook page).
My goal, in my year as Mayor, is to bring the attention of this charity’s benefits to residents
so they can access it whenever their children are in need of support. It also goes without
saying that I intend on raising as many funds as possible for the charity, which in turn allows
more of our youth to apply for and benefit from a grant.
I wish you all a safe and happy time in the coming months.

From the Town Crier’s Scroll
In the last edition of the Bulletin I mentioned a forthcoming trip to
Kingsbridge in Devon to take part in the Sir Francis Drake Armada
Cup Competition. I am very pleased to add the Overbeck’s Cup to
my list of awards this year.
This is my 107th Cup/Trophy won on behalf of the Town of Royal
Wootton Bassett with many on display in The Crafty Coffee Pot on
Sparrow Lane.
As an Official Town Crier appointed by Royal Wootton Bassett
Town Council, I have only four civic duties per year, the Mayor
Making Ceremony, the Mayor’s Civic Service, Remembrance Day
and Christmas Lights & Shopping Event.
However, much of my own free time is spent helping and supporting other events held in
the town such as, the Wednesday Market, Farmers Market, Ghost Walks, charitable events,
street collections and coffee mornings. Many businesses and other groups or organisations
also call for my help and assistance. There is not a penny levied on the townspeople for the
upkeep of my livery or my services rendered.
In this fast-changing world of technology, as a Town Crier I have often wondered how
communication existed in our distant past, with only the very educated people being able
to read or write. How were messages delivered or heard from faraway places such as
London for instance?
For example, the Bristol & Bath Royal Mail coach named ‘Emerald’ would leave ‘The Swan
with Two Necks’ in Lad Lane, London at 8am, would then be expected in Bath the following
morning at 10.30am and arrive in Bristol by midday.
The Borough of Wootton Bassett lists at least 5 toll houses, with the road gated at White Hall
Lane, Coped Hall, 2 on the Marlborough Road and 1 at Lydiard Marsh, which last appear in
the rates book for 1875. The gatekeepers would be expected to open and close the gates
on payment of a toll. On the interest of speed, mail coaches travelled toll free. The guard on
board would blow his horn approximately 250 yards from the gate, day or night. The
gatekeeper would be expected to open the gate on time or must pay a hefty fine. He would
often get used to the coaches regularly using those routes often bearing names such as:
Tally Ho, Retaliator, Highflyer or Defiance and would often enquire of news depending on
the direction of the route the coach was heading. For example, “what news?” with the
coachman or guard often shouting down with their reply. The latest news would then be
passed on to the townspeople verbally.
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Community Emergency Plan
Royal Wootton Bassett Town Council are in the process of updating their local
Community Emergency Plan. The Plan is in place to help all our residents and
businesses, so that if there is an emergency we can contact each other, know
how we can work together and how we can help each other.
Why this is important
An emergency can happen at any time, and could be a major event such as a
crash or a fire, but is more likely to be disruption from a flood, heavy snow,
power cut or pandemic flu. In emergencies, communities tend to pull together.
By making contact with you now and understanding what you can offer, we
will be much more prepared before an emergency occurs, which makes our
community stronger and more resilient.
How can you help your community?
Our request is that you volunteer something that could be of use to the wider
community. What you offer does not need to cost anything. You may have
expertise, equipment, people or shelter that could be invaluable before, during
or after an emergency. For instance, if there was a flu epidemic some people
may be unable to go out and collect their prescriptions or pick up shopping.
If you would be able to assist people in this situation this would be of great
help to the community.
We ask you to kindly complete and return the short form on the next page.
With the information that you provide, we will be able to build a full picture of
local emergency preparedness.
The details you provide will not be made public. We will share your information
only among a small Emergency Committee appointed by the Council. We will
be in touch to confirm how we are going to use the details that you have
provided.
Thank you for your help, I hope that we can count on your assistance in the
event of a local emergency.

Parochial Charities
There will be a small dividend payment of the above on Saturday
7th December 2019 in the Church Croft between 10am and 12 noon.
To qualify for a payment, you must be of national pensionable age and reside
within the parish of Royal Wootton Bassett.
This is on a first come first served basis and must be collected in person.
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Gold Award
Royal Wootton Bassett Town Council has been recognised as an exemplar for best
practice having achieved the Quality Gold Award in the Local Council Award Scheme.
Of the 10,000 Town and Parish Councils representing millions of people throughout
England, your Town Council has become only the 47th to achieve this level of award.
The Local Council Award Scheme was established in 2014 by Her Majesty’s Government
in partnership with the National Association of Local Councils and the Society of Local
Council Clerks. The scheme was designed to provide a model framework in which local
councils are benchmarked for their work using standardised criteria set by the
Improvement and Development Board. The awards recognise those who meet and
surpass these expectations after rigorous and thorough peer review. The Accreditation
Panel, an external group of Councillors, Clerks and independent co-ordinators assess
each application against the criteria, of which ours was noted as particularly strong.
The Accreditation Panel cited with special
commendation our Community Engagement,
Neighbourhood Planning, Corporate Governance
and Financial Management. We are here to serve
you, our community, and work hard to maintain
our social media, quarterly Bulletins, Annual
Reports and Safe Spaces for all to access. We also
enjoy running the weekly market on behalf of the
Town Hall Trust and organising the Christmas
Lights & Shopping Event, South West in Bloom
and the Civic Awards among many more local
events. We strive for best practice in everything
we do, and all details of how we operate can be
found on our shiny new website launched this
September.
The full criteria of what Royal Wootton Bassett
Town Council has achieved can be found in the
Local Council Award Scheme Guidance on the
NALC website.
A photo of the certificate held at the Council offices.

Neighbourhood Plan
The Town Council is about to embark on reviewing our NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN.
If residents would like to be involved in the working party,
please contact Royal Wootton Bassett Town Council.
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Groundsman’s Corner
The days and nights have already had quite an autumnal feel to them, with leaves turning
those wonderful reds/oranges and buttery yellows before falling. The air has quite a chill
to it especially once the sun goes down (if it does shine). The rain has been quite a topic
of conversation lately with some rather heavy downpours in short time frames.
The summer bedding is soon to be replaced with the
winter/spring plants, with the 2020 planting already on our
suppliers’ minds! The summer bedding thrived pretty well
on this year’s weather, with a generally good mix of
warmth/moisture, though we did have to help with the
moisture bit too. When it came to removing the plants
(except the perennials of course) there was still quite a nice
bit of colour about, though with the shorter cooler days, it
is only a matter of (little) time before it will finish. The
perennials have grown well and been a great addition to
the support of the bees, butterflies and hoverflies etc. We
hope to increase this over the next year or so.
The team have been busy with all the seasonal tasks,
and the new members are getting to grips with their
new surroundings. The winter jobs list is ever growing
so we won’t be getting bored any time soon.
On a personnel note, I have been privileged to be
involved with some horticultural judging this summer.
“Bassett in Bloom” was a delight as always to see so
many lovely displays. There are still however too many
residents who are too modest and underestimate their
ability. As I see it, if it makes you happy and improves your surroundings and feelings, it
will do the same for others, so let’s see more entrants please. I also helped at a local
horticultural show, and saw the other side so to speak. All entries are judged working to
RHS guidelines, so no favouritism for being just a good looker. Therefore the wonderfully
formed and colourful oversized Dahlia, wasn’t going to cut it in the Pom-Pom class,
however much they protested their understanding of the size criteria!
I know we can all work together and continue to improve our surroundings and well-being.
Research continually concludes that any outdoor activity is good for the mind, body and
soul, so what are you waiting for? Get out there with a
few friends and make lives better!
Bye for now. I will catch you again the other side of
winter, whatever that holds in store for us.
The Grounds Team
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AT THE LAKE
Summer recedes and with it goes the lovely
warm weather we experienced this year and
in comes autumn bringing different colours
and things to look at. The dying back of
vegetation and the propagation of seeds
begins in earnest. Jubilee Lake has an abundance of food for our wildlife that live
around the lake. There are seeds and fruits for the birds, mammals and insects in fact
everyone including ourselves!
A hot summer may not be too good for some wildlife, especially if it is dry with little
rainfall. This year has been dry and some plants and particularly shrubs and trees are
suffering through a lack of water. Luckily it can usually be on a temporary basis, but
nature is knowledgeable and will always bounce back in some way by having a rest or
moving on to something new. One way of extending our watching of nature during
autumn is to look at the seeds of plants. I find this fascinating as opens up another world
of interest for us on our walks during autumn and
into winter.
Wandering round Jubilee Lake we see plants dying
back. Their propagation may be by the spread of
their seeds. The dispersal of these seeds come in a
variety of forms from parachutes, wings, hooks, fruits
and using an assortment of methods from wind to
birds and animals eating fruits or water. Autumn is
the time of year for blackberry picking and sloes and
elderberries. Haws start to get their bright red colour
as do hips, these are an orangey colour and both
have seeds inside. Birds like to eat haws and I
remember having rose hip syrup as a child: full of vitamin C. Plenty of hips are usually
available yearly but, long ago, oranges were not widely available all year round. As we
walk round the lake on a quiet, sunny and peaceful morning we spot the remains of the
blackberry crop and elderberries bunches drooping with their fruit. Inside each small
berry is a seed to be taken away by others such as birds to germinate into another
bramble or elder. Sloes and plums have a larger stone in the centre as we know when
using these fruits. Birds will eat the flesh round the stone and drop the stone which may
grow to another shrub.
The tall stems of the great willow herb by the lake
are going to seed. The plants have grown even taller
and most of the bright pink flowers have gone to be
replaced by the fluffy seeds. The seed capsules are
long and thin and pinky when ripe. Have a look
inside to find a row of lots of seeds. When ripe the
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capsules split open to release the silky plumes which will
drift away on a breeze. At the end of each feather
parachute is a seed waiting to grow in a new patch. Many
plants use wind for their seed dispersal. We see thistle
seeds everywhere round the lake, each parachute having
one seed at the end. Some dandelion clocks are waiting
for the wind as well. Near the dam are the climbing stems of old-mans-beard (wild
clematis) covered with the ripening seeds in long feathery plumes. This is seen
everywhere in the countryside draped along
hedgerows.
The seeds of some trees have a more
sophisticated method of dispersal. The
hazel produces nuts, oaks grow acorns and
chestnuts have conkers. These seeds may
be collected when ripe and to grow on in
pots for another year. Birds, squirrels and
mammals love these seeds as they are full of
goodness. The trees can be seen at Jubilee
Lake along with field maple, ash and
sycamore. These trees however, produce seeds with wings so they can travel on the
wind. Sycamore and field maple have pairs of wings and ash has a single wing. The
wings of the ash tree, which hang in great
bunches, often remain on the trees well into
the next year. Both sycamore and ash can
regenerate quickly.
Judy Gosnell: September2019
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Community Together
Painting the Town GOLD!
Royal Wootton Bassett has been awarded GOLD for its entry into South West in Bloom 2019.
This means your town excels in horticultural and floral practices, in its environmental
responsibility and, perhaps most importantly, your town excels in community
participation and spirit.
As many of you already know, Royal Wootton
Bassett Community Together has been entering
our town into the competition for the last 4 years.
Since 2015, our town has been awarded 3 Golds
and many discretionary awards, including Best
Newcomer. However, this year was different as
we entered into the main competition of South
West in Bloom. Previously, we have taken part in
the Pennant Class, designed by South West in
Bloom for beginners and smaller towns.
The main competition is divided up into categories based on population. The criteria within
the main competition is more complex than the Pennant Class, the expectations are higher
and the judging more rigorous. South West in Bloom had also changed the marking for
2019; they introduced the same marking format as the Britain in Bloom competition - so, in
short, we were amongst the ‘top dogs’ this year!
Judging day for our town was held on Friday 19th July 2019 –
a very wet summer’s day. Our judges, Tony Moore and Ian
Murphy, were taken on a tour of the town and, although the
weather was damp, spirits were high. Our town centre gained
special commendation from our judges who said “our
impression of the High Street is that it is a source of great pride
to the community. The High Street was exceptionally clean and
tidy. All the street furniture was beautifully painted, and we
understand this is in no small part to the RWB Shed project. Excellent work.”
Both judges were equally blown away with Royal Wootton Bassett’s community, noting
“there is a strong sense of community pride with many local organisations and individuals
playing their part. It was also good to see the Town Council taking an active part in coordinating Community Together. The volunteer’s work is very well publicised through
traditional and digital media.”
All in all, to be awarded GOLD in our first year in the Main
Competition is no small feat – this is exceptional. Royal
Wootton Bassett Community Together would like to send
a huge thank-you and massive congratulations to every
member of our community - without you this award would
not have been achieved!
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It’s Your Neighbourhood Awards (IYN)
South West in Bloom has, for many years, held an additional
scheme for individual groups to enter: It’s Your Neighbourhood
(IYN). IYN Awards is a unique scheme for volunteer-led community
gardening projects/groups who are focused on improving their
local environment through community gardening to gain
recognition in their own right.
The award levels are: Level 1 - Establishing; Level 2 - Improving;
Level 3 - Developing; Level 4 - Thriving; Level 5 - Outstanding.
Royal Wootton Bassett is bursting with community groups, many
of which are above and beyond the IYN expectations. This year, 4
groups entered – RWB Shed, The Croft at St Bartholomew’s and All
Saints Church, Wilts and Berks Canal Trust and RBL Garden of
Remembrance. The results were:
RWB Shed – OUTSTANDING
The Croft at St Bartholomew’s and All Saints Church – THRIVING
Wilts & Berks Canal Trust – OUTSTANDING
RBL Garden of Remembrance - THRIVING
Huge CONGRATULATIONS to these amazing groups! All awards
are so well deserved and an incredible achievement.

In memory of Denise James
Royal Wootton Bassett Community Together was incredibly sad to hear of the sudden
passing of Denise. Denise was the Secretary of South West in Bloom and a National Judge
for RHS. If it had not been for Denise approaching the Town Council back in 2014, Royal
Wootton Bassett would not be achieving the fantastic awards that we are today. For
Community Together, Denise has been a pillar of strength and support for our members.
She was always on the end of the phone and nothing was ever too much. She will be
hugely missed by everyone here and we send our deepest condolences to her family and
friends at this difficult time.
Bulletin Page 11

Civic Service held on
Sunday 13th October 2019
On Sunday 13th October 2019 the Mayor, Councillor Steve
Watts ,celebrated his Civic Service in St Bartholomew’s and
All Saints Church, Royal Wootton Bassett.
The ceremony theme was ‘Celebrating Community and
Youth’ and it was a joyous service. The Revd Canon Jane
Curtis began with her opening prayer, this was followed by a
bible reading, hymns, and a fantastic crier’s tribute, written
and read by our Town Crier Owen Collier.
For those that attended, I feel I can safely say that the
highlights of the afternoon were from the musical talents
who performed.
The hugely talented musician Lee Clarke-Butler played 2 pieces of music on her
oboe accompanied by Mark Aitchinson on
piano. Their talent shone through with an
amazing performance.
The Tuneless Choir’s first tune was Downtown
and I am sure everyone was still humming it
later that evening. Their performance was
fun, interactive and a pleasure to watch, they
had the audience swaying and laughing and
even managed to coax the Mayor on stage
with them. (I think he quite enjoyed it,
especially when the kazoos came out as they
sang their second song, Queen’s Don’t stop me now!)
The Wessex Male Choir then graced the stage and wow! they were mesmerising.
The whole congregation was transfixed on the 22 strong voices that sang Io Resto
Qui as one of their two performances. What a treat to listen to these talented chaps.

Above: The Mayor is pictured with members of
the local cadet units.
Left: The Mayor and Mayoress with the Mayoral
party including mayors from other local towns.
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If you have a chance to watch any of them, I can highly recommend it!
Elisabeth Skinner MBE presented Royal Wootton Bassett Town Council with their
Quality Gold Award of the Local Council Award Scheme. Of the 10,000 Town and
Parish Councils in the country, Royal Wootton Bassett are one of only 47 to have
received this. This is something that the Town Council are extremely proud of.
The service ended with a delicious buffet and a chance for all who attended to reflect
on what Mayor Councillor Steve Watts wanted to be an uplifting and joyful ceremony.
I think he achieved this.
We are pleased to announce that this service raised over £220 for the Mayor’s chosen
charity ‘The Richard Jones Foundation’.
Top: Lee Clarke-Butler on the oboe
accompanied by Mark Aitchinson on piano.
The Mayor is pictured with the Tuneless Choir (below
left) and Wessex Male Choir (below right).
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Puzzle Pages
Name the Christmas Movie

1. .................................................................

2. .................................................................

3. .................................................................

4. .................................................................

5. .................................................................

6. .................................................................

The missing word is HOG ROAST
Christmas Lights & Shopping Event 2019 Wordsearch
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Puzzle Pages
Sudoku

Wordsearch
S
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Find the festive words below.

1.
2.
3.
4.

Name the
Christmas Movie
Gremlins
It’s a Wonderful Life
Love Actually
The Muppet Christmas
Carol
Home Alone 2
Elf

Dingbats
TOFEE
TOFFE
TOPHY
TOFFIE

A
SHOTGU

TEMPER TURE
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HAMLET
WORD
WORD

02YRROW

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

5.
6.

Santa
Stalls
Elves
Hog Roast
Christmas Tree Gluhwein
Snow
Entertainment
Lights
Festive
Carol Singing Mince pies
Fair

Dingbats
Under cover cop
Can't spell for toffee
Sawn Off Shotgun
A rise in temperature
A Play on Words
Nothing to worry
about

One word is not in the puzzle.
Find the missing word…

Your Councillors
Royal Wootton Bassett Town Council
Tel: 01793 850222, E-mail:
enquiries@royalwoottonbassett.gov.uk
www.royalwoottonbassett.gov.uk
Find us on Facebook and Twitter
117 High Street, Royal Wootton
Bassett, Wiltshire SN4 7AU
Johnathan Bourne, Town Clerk
BA(Hons), PGCAP, FHEA, FSLCC,
South Ward

David Bowler - 07814664773
davidbowler@royalwoottonbassett.gov.uk
2 Orchard Park, Rope Yard, SN4 7BP
Janet Georgiou - 07749780905
janetgeorgiou@royalwoottonbassett.gov.uk
3 Noremarsh Road, SN4 8BQ
Paul Heaphy - 07896305861
paulheaphy@royalwoottonbassett.gov.uk
Turnpike Cottage, Marlborough Road,
SN4 7SA
Sue Hughes - 01793 323351
suehughes@royalwoottonbassett.gov.uk
8 Glebe Road, SN4 7DU
Mike Leighfield - 01793 850651
m: 07989931046,
mikeleighfield@royalwoottonbassett.gov.uk
18 Parsons Way, SN4 8DA
Caroline Redmond - 07881371086
carolineredmond@royalwoottonbassett.gov.uk
88 Dunnington Road, SN4 7EL
Eve Silvester - 07919624090
evesilvester@royalwoottonbassett.gov.uk
15 Brynards Hill, SN4 7ER

North Ward

Steve Bucknell - 01793 854421
stevebucknell@royalwoottonbassett.gov.uk
The Little House, 154 High Street, SN4 7AB
Mary Champion - 07976949660
marychampion@royalwoottonbassett.gov.uk
54 Longleaze, SN4 8AP
Nic Hughes, Deputy Mayor

- 01793 323351
nichughes@royalwoottonbassett.gov.uk
8 Glebe Road, SN4 7DU
Jenny Stratton - 01793 850310
jennystratton@royalwoottonbassett.gov.uk
35 Sheridan Drive, SN4 8JJ
Marion Sweet - 01793 852043
marionsweet@royalwoottonbassett.gov.uk
1 Kingsley Avenue, SN4 8LF
Steve Walls - 01793 631448
stevewalls@royalwoottonbassett.gov.uk
5 Sheridan Drive, SN4 8JJ

Vacancy

East Ward

Mike Farrow - 01793 849486
m: 07767455410
mikefarrow@royalwoottonbassett.gov.uk
17 Branscombe Drive, SN4 8HP
Steve Watts, Mayor - 07795967782
stevewatts@royalwoottonbassett.gov.uk
60 Noremarsh Road, SN4 8BH

Wiltshire Council Councillors & M.P.
North Ward

East Ward

Mary Champion - 07976 949660

Mollie Groom - 01793 770544

mary.champion@wiltshire.gov.uk
54 Longleaze, SN4 8AP
South Ward
Christopher Hurst - 07852404657
chris.hurst@wiltshire.gov.uk
18 Monks House, Milbourne,
Malmesbury, Wilts SN16 9JF

mollie.groom@wiltshire.gov.uk
Horseshoes, 32 Chestnut Springs,
Lydiard Millicent SN5 3NA
MP - North Wiltshire
James Gray - 020 7219 6237
jamesgraymp@parliament.uk
House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA
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