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Welcome
Dare I say it feels good to be getting back to ‘some’ normality after an extraordinary 18
months?!
In this issue, we introduce the Kingfisher at Jubilee Lake; find out why he’s there on pages 4
and 5.
Our new Mayor Councillor Steve Walls introduces himself on page 2 and Johnathan Bourne’s
commemorative oak tree donated by Bevirs Law is shown on page 6.
Since lockdown, there have been many new fluffy additions to households in the form of
cats and dogs but how much do you really know about them? Take a short quiz on page 15
to find out.
On the back page you can see who your newly elected Town (and Wiltshire) Councillors are.
As always, we’d love to hear your feedback on any issues, contact
enquiries@royalwoottonbassett.gov.uk
I hope you enjoy reading this issue.

From the Mayor
I am very grateful for the opportunity to be Mayor this
year. It is a tremendous honour; thank you to the
electors for electing me and my councillor colleagues
for approving my appointment. I am writing this at a
time when we are coming out of lockdown and our lives
begin to get back to normal. I am glad to have this
opportunity to give my thanks to all those that were so
important during the pandemic. This includes not only
medical and care staff, but also those that ensured the
rest of us could have as near as possible a normal
working life: supermarket workers, police, refuse
workers, council staff, delivery drivers, bus drivers and
others.
I must mention the loss of three very important people,
Enam Chowdhury, Lucy Dixon and Chris Wannell. They
contributed so much to the town and they will long be
remembered for their contributions to the community.
I have been Mayor once before in the 1994/95 council year and I have been thinking about
what has happened in the intervening years and how the town has changed.
There has been a considerable amount of building of new homes and a notable increase in
the population. There is the continued closure of bank branches and also some notable longstanding shops. However, there have been some very valuable additions, such as the
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bookshop and photographer’s which will help the town centre to be as lively as possible. The
establishment for the Defence School for Electronics and Engineering and the opening of the
REME museum have helped the vibrancy of the local area.
One other thing that does remain the same is the community spirit. Not only all the clubs
and societies as detailed in the Community Magazine but how the community pulled
together over the lockdown and the help that was supplied to those in need. This remains a
wonderful town with wonderful people and I am immensely proud to be Mayor.
Councillor Steve Walls

From The Town Criers Scroll
I would like to congratulate Councillor Steve Walls on his recent appointment as Town
Mayor and Councillor Steve Watts as Deputy Mayor. I look forward to working with them
both at a future date.
There has been much written in the local newspapers regarding Mayoral robes. Robes of
City and Town Officials may well have been developed out of the liveries worn by many of
the medieval guilds that controlled trade and commerce in most cities and towns.
I wonder if Wootton Bassett’s first recorded Mayor John Woolmonger wore scarlet robes in
the year 1408?
In 1415, when the victorious King Henry V entered the City of London after Agincourt, they
were greeted by the Mayor and City Corporation dressed in their scarlet robes.
Wootton Bassett’s Elizabethan charter of 1561 states the following: “The Mayor to be the Clerk
of Market, with the power to Levy Tolls and have the Jurisdiction over the Assizes of Bread, Wine,
Fuel, Weights & Measures” and a Court of Record was to be set up and a Guildhall provided,
showing the town’s importance and status at that time.
With no Public Holidays in times gone by, feast days were often celebrated by the
townspeople. The local Parish Church is named after Saint Bartholomew. His feast day is
the 24th of August. He is the Patron Saint of butchers, leatherworkers and Shoemakers.
The former Curriers Arms Public House is also a link to the town’s historic past. The Curriers
scraped, cleaned, and dressed the hides of ox, cows, calves, goats, sheep, pigs, and deer
ready for the tanning processing the production of leather.
The Leather-Sellers Company in the City of London had a Hall
within the old City Walls. They held a dinner in honour of their
warden in January 1645 - one Colonel Edward Massey, M.P. for
Wootton Bassett 1641-1648
Long may our heritage and traditions wearing of robes
continue.
Special thanks go to Johnathan Bourne, the former Town Clerk,
and family for the recent gift received. “I shall wear my new cap
with pride”.
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Kingfisher Trail
As part of the Kingfisher Trail 2021, we are hosting our
very own Kingfisher here in Royal Wootton Bassett this
summer.
The Kingfisher Trail is a sculpture trail taking place
across the Cotswolds region this summer. Launched
on 31st May 2021 and running into early October 2021,
it will provide a unique way for people to connect with
nature and to the great outdoors. It is for everyone, so
residents and visitors are all invited to join in with this
accessible, fun and free activity.
The Kingfisher Trail will have 22 dazzling sculptures - all
supported and creatively designed by celebrated
national and local artists, led by internationally
renowned painter, PJ Crook MBE. Many of the exciting
artists involved in the trail are based in and around the
Cotswolds, and you can find out more about them all on the official trail
website at www.kingfishertrail.org/the-trail
Organised by the team at conservation organisation Cotswolds National
Landscape, the Kingfisher Trail will encourage people to discover the giant
kingfisher sculptures across two distinct routes inspired by the rivers Severn
and Thames. The Kingfisher has been chosen based on its reputation as a
resilient and adaptable bird - characteristics shared with the communities
and businesses the trail seeks to support as we all begin to recover from the
coronavirus pandemic.
An App has been launched to coincide with
the start of the Trail that will allow you to ‘tick
off’ the Kingfishers over the course of the
summer. So start planning your Kingfisher
spotting now.
Why not start with our Kingfisher installed at
Jubilee Lake (see front cover picture) designed
by Hannah Dyson.

Above: The Kingfisher at the studio
Right: Installed at Jubilee Lake
Opposite page: 5 of the Kingfishers
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In the east, the Thames Trail will link stunning Cotswold villages and
the waterways and tributaries of the River Thames.
Each trail will have a series of magnificent kingfisher sculptures,
painted by local artists.
The 21st kingfisher – the Flying kingfisher – will swoop to a new
location each fortnight!
The 22nd kingfisher – the Golden kingfisher – can be found perching
at Iford Manor Gardens.

Tree planting ceremony for retired
Town Clerk
Bevirs Law donated an oak tree along Marlowe
Way on Tuesday 27th April 2021, to mark 32 years
of service given to the town by retired Town
Clerk, Johnathan Bourne.
Johnathan who retired in July 2020 from his
long standing role had his service recognised
with the planting of the tree as a gift, for which
all costs were covered by Bevirs Law in Royal
Wootton Bassett and a commemorative plaque
kindly donated by ASF Signs.
The socially distanced ceremony was attended
by Johnathan and his wife Deborah Bourne, Sonyia Woolnough Partner at Bevirs Law,
the Mayor Nic Hughes and Mayoress Sue Hughes, Grant Larking from ASF Signs,
Michelle Temple Administrative Services Manager and members of the town council
grounds team who helped plant the tree.
Sonyia Woolnough Partner at Bevirs Law said: “I have been very privileged to work with
Johnathan for many years and thought that an oak tree would be a fitting way to
celebrate his many years of calm professionalism and public service. I am grateful and
pleased that the Town Council gave permission for the oak tree to be planted”.

Above: Johnathan Bourne and
Sonyia Woolnough planting the tree.

Left: Unveiling the plaque.

Right: The plaque reads:
This Oak Tree was donated by
Bevirs Law
to celebrate the service to
Royal Wootton Bassett
by Johnathan Dudley Bourne
Town Clerk from 1987 to 2020.
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Cycle Challenge
Joshua Toll (pictured right), our Community Projects Officer, has
just returned from his marathon cycle ride, stretching 910
miles, from Land’s End to John O’Groats, in aid of Cancer
Research UK and The Oddballs Foundation.
Part of a team of six, all friends, Josh set out on a scorching day
at 7am on Friday 2nd July 2021. Their route took in the breathtaking beauty and varied scenery of the numerous counties
they had to cross, with over 43,500ft of vertical climbing taking
13 days to reach their destination of John O’Groats. No support
vehicle accompanied them, everything they needed for
survival was carried on their bikes. They cycled in all weathers,
with their longest ride covering 101.5 miles and taking them
8 hours and 45 minutes to complete.
Josh says of his adventure,
“The UK is actually quite big when you’re sat on a
bike. Having cycled through 21 counties in 3
countries through blazing sun and torrential rain, it
did make quite the adventure. There were good
days and bad days but it was all worth it having
raised money for these great causes. Any further
donations are welcome and hugely appreciated
because I won’t be doing that again! I’ll be sitting on
a pillow for a while longer yet”.
The group were hoping to raise £3000 towards their chosen charities and are so pleased
this has already been exceeded, but any more towards these worthwhile charities is
always needed and appreciated.
If anyone wishes to donate then please visit the following link:
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/Team/BustingOurBallsToSaveYours
Councillors and Staff would like to express their huge congratulations to Josh for this
amazing feat and hope he recovers quickly from his momentous
effort to raise funds for such worthwhile causes.
Upper left: at Land’s End
Top right: Josh on the banks of Loch Lomond
Right: on the road
Bottom left: The team reach
John O’Groats
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Jubilee Lake
A delightful warm, sunny morning with a gentle breeze,
just right for a walk around Jubilee Lake to have a look at
what is going on. The Lake is placid, not a ripple to be
seen with the mallards gliding easily across the water
leaving a cut through the fallen flower petals of the elder.
The surrounding trees and shrubs are heavy with their
summer foliage looking a dark green. The soft sound of
voices can be heard as people are enjoying the peace and
quiet, mums with buggies and youngsters, dog walkers
and dogs walking round and several fishermen hoping
for a catch.
Down at the far end of the Lake beyond the dam we see
lots of white ‘fluffy’ stuff lying on the path (below) and festooning all the nearby
vegetation. People are commenting as they stroll past. “What is this stuff?” we hear. It
is in fact all the seeds of a sallow - or goat willow - ready
for dispersal. The tree is growing not far away and is
shedding this year’s seed to be dispersed by the wind.
Inside each piece of fluff is a tiny hard seed. Sometimes
the seeds will travel a long way both up in the air by
convective clouds and deposited some distance from
the mother tree or just get blown in a strong wind.
Seeds are known to ascend through the air stream to
great heights and come down 200 miles away.
The goat willow has the soft pussy willows in spring
which we all adore. After the pussies have flowered,
seeds start to form and grow in small green capsules. When ripe these split and shed
the white fluff which is a bit like cotton wool (left). Years ago goats would nibble the
young new oval shaped leaves hence the name. The bark of the
willow, whose genus is Salix, is the basis of the drug salicin from
which the drug aspirin is synthesised.
We look at the lakeside vegetation and spot all sorts of flowers
lurking amongst the tall grasses. We see the yellow flowers of
St John’s wort, purple hedge cranesbill and blue of meadow
cranesbill as well as spear thistles and creeping thistles with
some red campion. Here are still a few buttercups shining bright
yellow, self heal and the small pink flowers of broad leafed dock.
Meadow cranesbill is a large plant mainly seen along the
roadside verges and is distinguished by the gorgeous blue of the
flowers. Look closely and the seed pods are easily seen as they
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Left: Meadow cranesbill
Right: St John’s wort

are shaped like the bill of the
crane, the Latin name geranium
means crane.
Common blue damselflies are
perching on the tall grasses by the
water, the males are bright blue,
are they waiting for a lady? We
spot the orange of a large skipper butterfly fluttering around the leaves of the
grasses. White clover is a very good plant for pollinators; beetles, hoverflies, bees and
various flies will feed on the clover as well as the flowers of hogweed.
We stop to admire the statue of the kingfisher, the colours are
shining so bright in the sunshine. What a handsome fellow on
his plinth! RWBTC very kindly sponsored Mr Kingfisher as one of
a number of statues placed around the Cotswolds for a trail.
Nearby the Canada goose family are in the shade being fed
special food by some young children; all are enjoying
themselves. The goslings have grown and are as big as their
parents. As we leave the Lake we watch a
freshly hatched red admiral flying round a
colony of nettles and brambles, the colours of
black, red and white sparkling in the sunlight.
Judy and Richard Gosnell
Hogweed
Left: Kingfisher
statue - see main
feature in this issue.
Below left: Canada
geese
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Committee Reports
Revenue & Resources
The Revenue and Resources Committee has the duty of
vetting all of the Town Councils’ finances, both income and
expenditure. We hold meetings 5 times a year and we work
closely with the other committees ensuring that they work
within the budgetary restraints, which are set for them at the
beginning of the financial year (April to March).
It is the Revenue and Resources’ responsibility to ensure any
capital project that the council wish to embark on is properly
resourced and funded.
We have various projects ongoing at present: Pocket Park (Sparrow Lane); Manor House
refurbishment, which the Town Council will move into and provide meeting rooms for clubs
in the town; and finally providing facilities for the allotments on Church Street.
When setting the precept for the town for the forthcoming year, we work closely with the
other committees to set their budgets so that they can maintain and enhance their
respective responsibilities.
As the Chairman, I meet regularly with the Town Council and the Town Council’s Accountant
to monitor how we are progressing during the budgetary year.
Councillor Robert Anstee, Chair of Revenue & Resources Committee

Planning
Royal Wootton Bassett is a very special place to live. It is
also growing; the Town Council Planning Committee’s role
is to keep a check on planning applications and to forward
their recommendations or objections to Wiltshire Council.
It is Wiltshire Council who makes the final decision.
The Planning Committee meets, in addition to a scheduled
Council meeting, to discuss any plans that have been
called in. A planning application is called in when
Councillors have concerns about any negative effects the
application may have on things such as road safety,
neighbouring properties or the town in general. They may
also call it in based on concerns of a constituent. People
need homes and Royal Wootton Bassett has continued to provide its fair share of these with
many new builds. The Planning Committee works hard to ensure that this does not become
a free-for-all, overburdening our schools.
The planning committee currently consists of eight Councillors, who consider all
applications called into the committee for consideration.
Councillor Paul Heaphy, Chair of Planning Committee
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Amenities
As Chair of Amenities, my volunteer role involves working with our Community and Council,
to maintain and improve quality of life.
For you, ‘quality of life’ means that your flowerbeds, benches,
bins, Boroughfield toilets, cemetery, play areas and Christmas
Lights are provided and maintained.
For me ‘working with our council’ means giving my time to
understand issues and projects, before ensuring decisions are
made in meetings, so that services can be provided to you.
Fundamental to us both, is the ‘working with our community’
bit, which implies and requires a level of shared understanding.
In between us and ‘shared understanding’ are barriers such as
politics, social media misinformation, busy lives and limited
time for you to speak in our meetings.
The result is often disconnect. One which slows decision making and progress, and reduces
your understanding of decisions and limits what is achieved for you.
But we can easily narrow this gap and work together better.
If you would like to get involved, below are the best ways to collate the most up to date
information and have your say:
•

noting and completing our coverage and surveys in the Community Magazine and the
Royal Wootton Bassett & Lyneham Advertiser

•

visiting our home page at www.royalwoottonbassett.gov.uk

•

emailing enquiries@royalwoottonbassett.gov.uk

•

following Facebook @RoyalWoottonBassettTownCouncil

•

reading Council Notice Boards that are located in key locations around the town
Councillor Sue Hughes, Chair of Amenities Committee

Royal Wootton Bassett Town Council
Calendar of Meetings
Aug
RECESS

2021/2022
Amenities
Revenue & Resources
Council
Town Hall & Trust Charity

Sep
2nd
23rd

Oct

7th

Meetings of the Full Council, and the Amenities and
Revenue & Resources Committees have resumed
and will be held at Manor House in Lime Kiln,
SN4 7GJ. The meetings will commence at 7pm
unless otherwise advertised.

Nov
4th
18th

Dec

Jan
6th
20th

9th

Please check the Town Council web page, Facebook,
Twitter and notice boards for the scheduling and
location of planning meetings.
Town Hall and Trust Charity meetings will commence
upon the rising of the Council Meeting.
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Jubilee Lake Consultation form results
At a Town Council meeting held on 8th July 2021, the
Council received a report regarding the recent public
consultation on the proposed project at Jubilee Lake.
The Council discussed the proposals in depth and
agreed to vote on each proposal individually. The
results were as follows:
� Boating: There have been representations from
fishermen, those concerned about threats to the
environment & wildlife and also general members of the public that this was not
appropriate. The council agreed that boating would not be introduced for the reasons
detailed and were concerned over the viability of the project. Therefore the council
agreed not to take this project forward.
� Installing car parking charges at the Lake: It was agreed that car parking on all town
council property would be reviewed not just at the lake and once the review had taken
place a decision would be taken.
� Mini golf: It was felt this could be viable and desirable but the lake was not the right
location. There would be a review of other possible sites in the town and a decision will
be made once this review had taken place.
� Forest Schools and the Great Outdoors: Although the council liked the ideas in
principle, more information was required and a decision would be made once the full
facts were known.
� Shelter Building: The council were not in favour of this.
Please contact the Town Council for further information on 01793 850222 or
enquiries@royalwoottonbassett.gov.uk or on our website www.royalwoottonbassett.gov.uk

Royal Wootton Bassett Town Council
Christmas Lights & Shopping Event 2021
Friday 3rd December 2021.
This year due to the pandemic, we cannot guarantee that the event will go ahead during
this unprecedented time.
Therefore, we are going to plan the event as normal until we have more information from
the government concerning large outdoor gatherings.
We will require full payment at the time of booking your stall. If the event cannot go ahead
then we will issue a full refund.
We really hope that the event can go ahead this year but we will only allow this to happen if
it is safe to do so. We expect to confirm this in September 2021.
If you would like to book a stall, please fill out a booking form (page 14 of this Bulletin) and
send this with payment (BACS payments preferred) to 117 High Street, Royal Wootton
Bassett, Wiltshire, SN4 7AU or email to enquiries@royalwoottonbassett.gov.uk.
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Downs View Cemetery
You may have noticed the two new notice boards
in situ at Downs View Cemetery. One is located at
the main entrance and the other at the bottom
entrance.
The notice boards have a newly designed map so
you can navigate your way around the cemetery;
this is especially useful if you are trying to trace your family tree.
There is also the history of the cemetery and useful information such as opening times and
the situation of water stations in the cemetery.
If you have any comments about the noticeboards or the cemetery in general, please
contact enquiries@royalwoottonbassett.gov.uk

Carpet Bedding

These carpet bedding pictures honouring Key
Workers are from the display on the bank at
Kingsley Avenue.

Play Parks
Royal Wootton Bassett has 7 children’s play parks which are owned and maintained by the
Town Council. Every year the play parks are inspected by RoSPA to ensure the parks are safe
and maintained to the highest standard. Our grounds team visit the play parks twice a week
to inspect the equipment and more so during busy periods, particularly during the
summertime and school holidays. Most play parks have CCTV coverage and all of them
have hydraulic, self-closing gates. Play Parks are at:
Woodshaw – SN4 8ND
Poetsfield – SN4 8JU
New Road – SN4 7DG
Old Court – SN4 8Q
Otter Way – SN4 7SH
Showfield – SN4 7HJ
Jubilee Lake – SN4 7JB
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Royal Wootton Bassett Town Council
Christmas Lights and Shopping Event
Friday 3rd December 2021 – 6.00pm – 8.30pm
(trading time)

Stall Application Form
To reserve a stall, please complete the form below and return to Royal Wootton Bassett Town
Council, together with payment and a copy of your Public Liability Insurance.
(All correspondence will be sent to the person on this form)

Name of Applicant
Name of Business/ Charity
(please delete as appropriate)

Charity Registration Number (if applicable)

Address
Postcode
Contact Number/s
Email
Public Liability Insurance

Yes (please tick)

Renewal Date

(Minimum £5,000,000)

What will you be selling?
(please be specific)

Are you selling, serving or Yes
You will need to apply for a TENS licence with Wiltshire Council.
Please ensure this is received and a copy provided to the Town Council no
giving away alcohol?
th
later than Friday 29 October 2021.

NB – If you are selling food, please include all food hygiene certificates with this
application, preferably renewed within the last 3 years.
Payment Details
Business

Please make cheques payable to Royal Wootton Bassett Town Council or
BACS payments to Account: 01387413 Sort code: 40-47-16
£42
(please tick relevant box)

Charity

£20

(please tick relevant box)

Please note, applications will not be accepted unless payment and
Public Liability Insurance (Minimum £5,000,000) are enclosed with the stall application form.
Full terms and conditions are available on request from the Council address below.
I have read and agree to abide by the terms and conditions as detailed.

Signed

Date

RETURN TO: Royal Wootton Bassett Town Council, 117 High Street, Royal Wootton
Bassett, Wiltshire, SN4 7AU | Tel: 01793 850222
VAT Reg. No. 348 547 718
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QUIZZES
Dingbats

1

2

3

5

4

Cats and Dogs

Sudoku

A fun quiz about all aspects of cats and dogs.
1. A group of kittens shares its name with
which IT device?
2. What is recognised as the smallest breed of
pedigree dog?
3. In which month of the year is the annual
Crufts dog Show generally held?
4. What is the name of the organisation
responsible for registering dog pedigrees in
the UK?
5. What name is given to a female cat?
6. What colour is the tongue of a Chow Chow?

14. What name is given to a cross between a
Beagle and a Pug?
15. Measuring 3ft 11ins from head to tail tip
which breed of cat is the longest according
to the Guinness Book of Records?
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Dingbats
© FreePubQuiz.co.uk
Cats & Dogs
© www.kensquiz.co.uk
Sudoku
© Trusted Media Brands, Inc

9. Thirty.
10. Standard, Miniature
and Toy.
Egyptians.
It doesn't bark.
N. and S. America.
Puggle.
Maine Coon
(American Longhair).

13. Which continents are home for the Jaguar
big cat?

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

12. What is unusual about the Basenji breed of
dog?

Cats and Dogs answers
1. Kindle.
2. Chihuahua.
3. March.
4. Kennel Club.
5. A queen or Molly.
6. Black.
7. Cheetah.
8. Dachshund.

11. Bastet a deity in the form of a cat or lion was
worshipped by which ancient race?

Tea Party
Forgive and forget
Fill in the gaps

10. What are the three sizes of poodles?

3.
4.
5.

9. How many teeth should an adult cat have?

Dingbats answers
1.
High
maintenance
Merry-go-round

8. Which dogs name translates from the
German for "Badger Dog"?

2.

7. Which is the only big cat that does not have
retractable claws?

T: 07824 044042
josephineholloway@royalwoootonbassett.gov.uk
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Administrative Services Manager & Acting Town Clerk: Michelle Temple

