Royal Wootton Bassett Cemetery
Welcome. Wootton Bassett
Cemetery first opened it gates
in 1871 and to date has been a
resting place for the community’s
loved ones.
The creation of a new Cemetery for the town of Wootton
Bassett in 1870 was not without its controversy. In the Western
Gazette on Friday 2nd December 1870 it was reported under
the headline THE SHEEP AND THE GOATS, “We hear that the
Bishop of Salisbury, on examining the plans of the chapels and
grounds adjoining, has refused to consecrate the chapel, not
being sufficiently detached from the Nonconformist chapel, or
the ground not being properly fenced off.”
The matter must have been resolved because the two chapels
were constructed back to back. The chapels were demolished
in the 1980’s when they became uneconomical to repair. The
Royal British Legion Garden of Remembrance has since been
constructed on this site.
The first burial in Wootton Bassett Cemetery was 95 year old
Thomas William James Waite, a Cordwainer (shoemaker) who
lived in The Barton.
Burial records and more information about the RBL Garden of
Remembrance can be found on the Town Council website at
www.royalwoottonbassett.gov.uk

Restoration of the
cemetery entrance

The gentleman to the left of the old picture above was
Mr Joseph Wiltshire who was the cemetery keeper for a
number of years. Unfortunately the grand entrance that
once was, had fallen into disrepair, and the gates were
removed for the health and safety of the public.
The gates and railings were cast by a local blacksmith by
the name of J. Smith who at that time was precursor of the
firm Smith and Hope ironmongers who had their premises
in the High Street. When the restoration work was carried
out in the 80’s, old layers of paint were taken off and Mr
J Smith’s name and hometown were revealed. The Town
Council meticulously repaired the gates using traditional
building materials and methods and you can now see the
original ironmongers inscription clearly on the railings.
These gates are now Grade II listed.
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General information
The cemetery is open daily from dawn to dusk.
All persons visiting the cemetery should act in a
responsible manner.
Persons visiting the cemetery with dogs must ensure
that the dog is kept under strict control and on a lead
at all times. Dog faeces MUST be removed by the
dog owner.
We welcome floral tributes. To protect our environment,
we advise that cellophane is removed and please note
that glass tributes are not permitted in the cemetery.
The bin compound is situated near both entrances of
the cemetery. When disposing of organic waste please
use the green bins and place all other waste in the
black bins, water is also available in these compounds.
If you require any further assistance, please do not
hesitate to contact the office, during working hours
where a member of staff will be happy to assist.

Contact:
enquiries@royalwoottonbassett.gov.uk | 01793 850222

Wildlife
Wellingtonia Tree

The cemetery provides a diverse range of natural habitats for
a variety of plants and animals. Being a relatively quiet area
encourages wildlife to thrive and make it their home.
Dominating the cemetery is the enormous Wellingtonia tree,
which spans approximately 110ft tall. It provides important
nesting sites for several birds including wood pigeons, rooks
and crows. Other conifers (Leyland Cypress) provide shelter
and all year round foliage for birds, including robins, blackbirds,
bluebirds and wrens.
Night time visitors to the area are Hedgehogs and Foxes who
forage for food in the undergrowth. Wildflowers include violets,
buttercups, sweet cicely, arum (lords and ladies) and foxgloves.

All year round display gardens
You can find a variety of butterflies in the all-year-round
display gardens, such as the Peacock and Red Admiral. Insects
include ladybirds, beetles, snails, aphids and caterpillars.
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