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Welcome
We welcome a new team member to our office admin staff; Emily has joined us whilst
Naomi is currently on maternity leave, turn to page 11 to find out a little more about
Emily and page 4 to see if Naomi had a boy or girl?
We welcome our new Mayor for 2022 - 2023, Councillor Mayor Pat Farrow. The Mayor
Making ceremony took place on Thursday 12th May 2022, see more information on
page 3.
With more dogs out and about since the lock down, please see the Dog Walkers’ Code
on page 6, which has some useful general advice for you and your dog when you are
walking in the countryside.
Museum volunteers have been working hard, setting up new displays and re arranging
the huge collection of memorabilia from over the years in preparation of the reopening. Two fire engines were positioned under the Town Hall for the grand opening
by the Mayor on Saturday 7th May 2022.
We still have a few stalls available for our ever popular Christmas Lights and Shopping
Evening on Friday 2nd December 2022. If you have a small business or charity looking
to sell your products, please contact us for more information on 01793 850222 or fill
out the application form on page 13.
As always, if you have any comments or local news/photos, we would love to hear from
you. Please contact rachel@royalwoottonbassett.gov.uk

Other events included the opening of the new café, The Little Gem (formerly known as
the Crafty Coffee Pot), where the new young owners have started a new venue in the
town. An entertaining evening at the Clarendon Players and attending the WBLOS
performance of the Wizard of Oz.
I had a very cultural Saturday when I attended the ‘Music for Good’ programme
organised by Lisa Williams, where budding young musicians performed. In the evening
the Royal Wootton Bassett Orchestra performed Celtic Connections including
Mendelssohn’s Symphony No 3 The “Scottish Symphony”. Artistic life is thriving in Royal
Wootton Bassett.
I am looking forward to the Carnival’s return, as I am sure the rest of the town is.
While the pandemic seems to be fading, and while our thoughts are on Ukraine, we
must not forget the many families that will be struggling with higher energy and food
bills. Please continue to give to these organisations and charities that can help in these
circumstances.
My year as Mayor has nearly finished and as all Mayors say “it has gone very quickly”. It
has been a great honour to be Mayor of this wonderful historic town and I wish the
incoming Mayor, Councillor Pat Farrow and Deputy Mayor, Councillor Eve Silvester
every best wish.
Mayor Councillor Steve Walls

Happy reading.

From the Mayor 2021-2022
The shock of the invasion of Ukraine by Russia when wars of the sort that occurred 80
years ago were thought to have been a thing of the past has galvanised the town into
action. The Ukrainian flag flies proudly, a very successful auction raised around £4,000
to assist refugees, many other donations and actions have taken place showing the
town at its best. It has always been a very good community and continues to prove so.
Since my report in the last Community magazine there has been an increase in the
activity of local groups. There were a number of events that I greatly
enjoyed. The Arts Festival with a wide range of different talents was a
real “eye opener” for me. From singing show tunes to opera, music
including piano and guitar, dance including very colourful Spanish
dance and recitations. I presented the Mayor’s Award to Evie
Armstrong a very talented young singer. A really wonderful
evening. Another sign of life getting back to normal is the reopening of the Museum which will be on a limited basis to
begin with on a Saturday morning 10am -12 noon. If you have
never been to the museum, please make an effort to go.
There are many interesting photos and items related to
Wootton Bassett in the past
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Royal Wootton Bassett Town Council
elects new Mayor
On Thursday 12 May 2022, at the Annual Meeting of Royal Wootton Bassett Town
Council, Councillor Pat Farrow was elected as Mayor of the Town and Community for
the 2022-2023 civic year, Councillor Eve Silvester was elected as Deputy Mayor.
The ceremony was held in St Bartholomew & All Saints
Church and was the first in person Mayor Making ceremony
since 2019. Guests were welcomed with a Guard of Honour
from Royal Wootton Bassett Sea and Marine Cadets.
Entertainment was provided by members from the Royal
Wootton Bassett Academy Music Department and light
refreshments provided by Delicias Catering.
Councillor Pat Farrow (pictured) will be supporting Wiltshire
Tree House and Wootton Bassett Carnival as the Mayor’s
chosen charities.
We wish them both a successful year. For any Mayoral
enquiries please contact
enquiries@royalwoottonbassett.gov.uk or call the office on
01793 850222.
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From The Town Crier’s Scroll
As I put quill to paper, or in today’s world pen to paper, to write
this piece for the Community Magazine, I have been honoured
to be given the lifetime appointment of ‘Master of the Guild of
Mace-bearers’ for my time in service and commitment given
over many years’ service to the Guild.

Royal Wootton Bassett Town
Council is raising money in
support of the Disasters
Emergency Committee (DEC).
Fundraiser ID #70458

The Macebearers have a long service to Crown and Country
formed in the reign of the Lion Heart - King Richard I, some 800
years ago. They served as the Sovereign’s Bodyguard up until
the Yeoman of the Guard were formed under the reign of King
Henry VIII. The office of macebearer was retained as a civil office
for the purpose of executing the orders of the Crown and adding dignity.

Please visit the Town Council
Office at 117 High Street,
Royal Wootton Bassett,
Wiltshire, SN4 7AU to make
your donation.

The Mayor of Royal Wootton Bassett in the former role of the Clerk of Markets no longer
needs the protection and assistance of the macebearer who would collect the weekly
rents and protect the mayor from the possibility of being beaten up and robbed in the
street.

Please note we are only
accepting cash donations.
All funds greatly received.

Moving forward to the present day, we have much to look forward to this year. As one
Civic year ends, another begins with the election of the new Mayor in May 2022. The
Carnival is celebrating its 50th year, a magnificent achievement by the past and present
committees and volunteers who are working hard behind the scenes all year to bring
the event to life .
It was the Carnival Committee who appointed the early Town Criers in times past; Ray
Prince, Albert Webb, the late John Church and the late Fred ‘Boots’ Deacon .
‘Boots’ was eventually adopted by The Town Trust who gave him a licence to cry on a
yearly payment of half a crown or 12 and a half pence in today’s money .
Loyal Greeting to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, in this, her Platinum Jubilee year
which we look forward to celebrating in June 2022.
At the time of going to print, I’m off to see the Wizard, Wootton Bassett Light Operatic
Society’s (WBLOS) production of the Wizard of Oz at the Memorial Hall and thank them
for their invitation.
GOD SAVE THE QUEEN

Congratulations to Naomi Coleman –
Administrative Services Officer
We are pleased to announce that our team member Naomi, gave birth to a beautiful
little girl, Hattie Louise Thomas on Saturday 26th March 2022 weighing a healthy 7lb
9oz.
Congratulations to Naomi, her partner Chris and Flynn, who is loving being Hattie’s big
brother.
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The Dog Walkers Code

Royal Wootton Bassett
Neighbourhood Plan

Royal Wootton Bassett is surrounded by beautiful
countryside and is the ideal place to take your fourlegged family members for a walk.
Please remember the Dog Walkers Code when out
in the open countryside, for safe and happy walks
with your dog, and to avoid causing problems for
others:
•

Ensure your dog is under effective control, which means:
- You have a short lead with you and use it when needed (e.g. around livestock,
near cliff edges or where signage requests it)
- You do not let your dog off the lead unless you keep it in sight and close enough
to come back to you on command

•

Prevent your dog from approaching horse riders, cyclists, or other people and their
dogs uninvited.

•

Keep your dog with you on paths or access land and don’t let it stray into crops
including fields of grass, fruit and vegetables.

•

Never let your dog worry or chase wildlife or livestock. Follow advice on local signs
to reduce disturbance to plants and animals.

•

Stay SAFE around farm animals and horses:
- Stop, look and listen before entering a field; be aware of any animals present
- Always keep your dog on a short lead
- Find the safest route around animals, giving them plenty of space and using
paths or access land where possible
- If threatened, exit the area calmly and quickly, releasing your dog to make it
easier for you both to reach safety

•

Always bag and bin your dog’s poo wherever you are. You can use any public waste
bin or your bin at home.

•

Never leave bags of dog poo lying around, even if you intend to pick them up later.
Containers and deodorised bags can make them easier to carry.

•

Ensure your details are on your dog’s collar and it is microchipped, so you can be
reunited quickly if it is lost.

•

Keep your dog’s vaccinations and worming
up to date. Ask your vet for more
information.

•

Contact your local authority, or look out for
signs, to get more information about what to
do and where to go in your area. This is
general advice for dog walkers developed
with input from: Natural England, Natural
Resources Wales,
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In 2020 Royal Wootton Bassett Town Council started the
review of the present and subsequent preparation of a
new Neighbourhood Plan. The aim is to produce a document which reflects
the Town’s views and how the Town should develop. A consultation exercise
took place in autumn 2020 and from the views of those who responded, the
draft vision statement and strategic objectives were defined. A further
consultation took place in autumn 2021 and 77.5% of those that responded
agreed with this approach.
Draft Vision Statement
Building on the foundations of the previously adopted Neighbourhood Plan, by
2036, Royal Wootton Bassett will be a thriving market town with a distinct
identity and local community feel. The Town would be environmentally,
socially and economically sustainable and attractive place to live, work, visit
and study.
Draft Strategic Objectives
•

Retaining the Towns’ identity;

•

Ensuring residents can access facilities and services they need;

•

Planned good quality housing that are environmentally sustainable;

•

Conserving and enhancing the natural environment;

•

Supporting sustainable economic growth;

•

Promoting safe opportunities for walking and cycling within and outside
the Town;

•

Supporting opportunities to reduce traffic through the Town

Since then, further actions have taken place by the Working Party including
discussions with Wiltshire Council on the strategic vision for the town. Work is
starting on compiling information on various aspects of the Town, with subworking groups set up to explore further on, including in the plan:
•

Non-designated heritage assets

•

Local Green Spaces

•

Design Code for developments in the Town

The work of the Neighbourhood Plan Working Group will tie in with that of the
Wiltshire Local Plan which is presently due to be published in 2023.
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Community Nature Reserve
Approaching the gate to the reserve on a blustery and chilly morning for a walk round
the reserve, we are immediately struck by the bird song. We stop to listen to the
cacophony of sound. The mature hedgerows and trees around the reserve are full of
birds just singing as loud as they can. We hear blackbirds,
wrens, chiffchaffs, finches (greenfinch, chaffinch and
goldfinch), great tits, robins, blackcap and a pigeon or two.
This is just a wonderful sound to stop and listen to.
Although by the summer there will be silence! The reason
is mainly to do with why they sing in the first place. They
sing to attract a mate in the first instance, then some sing
to defend an area of operation (around the nest while
raising young and to defend the food source area). Once
young (or the last young in the case of birds who lay eggs
more than once) have left the nest, there is less need to sing. Also, birds often moult in
the autumn so do not want to draw attention to themselves while looking more
shabby and less agile on the wing.

brilliant dark yellow. Nearby are some cuckoo flowers also
known as ladies smock. Both these plants are found in
damp places. The cuckoo flower is the food plant of the
orange tipped butterfly but none are seen probably because
of the cold weather conditions.
Perhaps cuckoo pints and cuckoo flowers are flowering
when the cuckoo has arrived but the cuckoo is no longer a
common bird of the countryside.
The majestic English Oak is coming into its green foliage by Lindisfarne entrance.
Finally as we walk away from the reserve we enjoy the hawthorn hedgerows with their
white blossom just appearing, large clusters of white flowers with pink stamens, and
the birdsong. A wren (above) is spotted sitting
on a fence having a good sing to the world.
Judy and Richard Gosnell

We also wondered whether they sang loud at Lindisfarne because of the noise
competition from the traffic on the main road?
The colour of spring must be yellow with lesser
celandines (left) popping up by the side of the tracks
and lots of clumps of dandelions growing in an area
which has been cleared. The dandelions are shining
so brightly amongst the greens and browns.
Pollinators adore dandelions and we watch hover
flies keeping station overhead the flowers. The seeds
of the dandelions cause mayhem as they parachute
off for germination elsewhere in summer.
In shady places you can find the large shiny arrow shaped leaves of cuckoo pint
(above). This is a spring flower with seeds that are bright red berries on the flower stalk
that lurk in the hedgerows. The flower looks strange with a purple spike protected by a
greenish sheath. The spike is the male and down at the bottom are small female
flowers. The flower is pollinated by small insects, usually midges, crawling inside and
eventually flying away with pollen to visit another plant. Over centuries the flower has
acquired many names including lords and ladies. An occasional purple is spotted – this
is ground ivy, another plant that likes damp shady places and can be found everywhere
and was once used to clear beer. A plant with lots of seeds is groundsel with
parachutes to blow away in the wind and can be found all
over the reserve.

Pictures:
Hawthorn
Cuckoo flower
Groundsel

All the young trees planted by volunteers last year are
doing well with many growing above their guard. Down by
the pond, where there is some water despite recent dry
conditions, a clump of marsh marigolds (left) is looking a
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The oak by Lindisfarne
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Ground ivy

Royal Wootton Bassett
Flag Master
Our Flag master, Gary Kendall, moved to Wootton Bassett in
2007 when he transferred from Farringdon to the Wootton
Bassett branch of the Royal British Legion.
In 2016 Royal Wootton Bassett Town Council asked Gary to
become the official Flag Master and the Royal British Legion
committee agreed.
This was the year Gary raised his first flag to the half-mast
position to mark the funeral of the previous Flag Master.
Since that time, several times a year the flag is changed to mark
different occasions as follows:
March
April
June 2022 only
September
November

Commonwealth Day
St George’s Cross Day
Platinum Jubilee
Merchant Navy Day
Remembrance Sunday

At all other times the Royal Wootton Bassett coat of arms flag is
flown. Currently due to the conflict in Ukraine, the Town is flying the
flag of the Ukraine to mark its support.
Royal Wootton Bassett Town Council would like to thank Gary for his
commitment and professionalism as our Town’s Flag Master.

Emily Bourne - New Staff Member
What is your role within the Council?
I am an Administrative Services Officer working on
the front desk in the Council Office as well as
managing the Church Street allotments. I have learnt
the day to day running of the Council from working
on the front desk and am enjoying the variety of the
allotment work.
What have you enjoyed about working here so far?
The team are amazing; they have all been very
welcoming, friendly and have helped me settle into
the role. I am enjoying the variety of work; every day
is different; no two days are the same.
What are your hobbies?
In my spare time I am normally found in the kitchen
trying a new baking recipe – which everyone in the
office seems to like trying. I am also looking forward
to supporting Welsh Fire again in the upcoming
Cricket Tournament ‘The Hundred’.
What is your guilty pleasure?
I love reading; anything and everything, but my favourites are Star Trek books.
What is your favourite film?
White Christmas – I know it is a Christmas film but I love it!

Top, Gary Kendall raising the Royal Wootton Bassett coat of arms flag.

Flying the Ukrainian Flag

Royal Wootton Bassett Town Council
Calendar of Meetings

Royal Wootton Bassett Town Council unanimously agreed to fly the Ukrainian Flag from the
flagpole in the High Street.
Royal Wootton Bassett like much of the rest of the world is
solidly behind the brave people of Ukraine, who are resisting a
devastating invasion by its much larger neighbour Russia. The
devastation and loss of life in the country is heart-breaking and
hope this will soon stop, and Ukrainians can return to the
peaceful life that they lived in a democratic country before this
totally unwarranted attack took place. This makes us realise
how lucky we are in this country to live a safe, secure life and
we send President Zelensky and the people of Ukraine our best
wishes. Their bravery and determination is an example to us all.
Councillor Steve Walls, Mayor Royal Wootton Bassett
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2022

Jun

Jul

Aug

Sep

Amenities

16th

1st

Revenue & Resources

30th

22nd

Council

14th

Town Hall & Trust Charity

14th

W/Bassett Memorial Hall AGM
Meetings of the Full Council,
Amenities and Revenue &
Resources Committees at 7pm
at Manor House, Lime Kiln

RECESS

Right, Gary at the flag pole.

Oct

13th

22nd
Please check the Town Council
web page, Facebook, Twitter
and notice boards for the
scheduling of Planning
Meetings.
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Town Hall & Trust Charity and
Wootton Bassett Memorial
Hall meetings will commence
prior to the Council Meeting.

Royal Wootton Bassett Town Council
Christmas Lights & Shopping Evening
Friday 2nd December 2022 – 6.00pm – 8.30pm
(trading time)

Stall Application Form
To reserve a stall, please complete the form below and return to Royal Wootton Bassett Town
Council, together with payment and a copy of your Public Liability Insurance.
(All correspondence will be sent to the person on this form)

Name of Applicant
Name of Business/ Charity
(please delete as appropriate)

Commences with Parade of Town Criers
From Boroughfields Square
to the Town Hall, High Street,
Royal Wootton Bassett
Parade forms in Boroughfields Square at 10.30am
First Round commences at 11.00am
Second Round commences at 12.30pm

WOOTTON BASSETT & CRICKLADE
AREA BOARD
Wootton Bassett & Cricklade Area Board is one of 18 area boards in the county that
have been set up to bring local decisions into the heart of the community.
As well as the six councillors that local people have elected to represent them, the
Board is made up of representatives of key organisations like the police, town and
parish councils, Greensquare Accord and the NHS.
The Royal Wootton Bassett and Cricklade Area Board has grant funding available to
support local groups in the community area, including the surrounding parishes.
You can apply for up to £5,000 towards a community grant, youth grant or for funding
towards a health and wellbeing project in the community area.
To find out more, please check out the ‘Area Board Grants’ section of the Wiltshire
Council website www.wiltshire.gov.uk/areaboard
And contact your local councillor and Community Engagement Manager to discuss:
Jane Vaughan: jane.vaughan@wiltshire.gov.uk
Alexa Davies: alexa.davies@wiltshire.gov.uk / 01249 706610
Bulletin Page 12

Charity Registration Number (if applicable)

Address
Postcode
Contact Number/s
Email
Public Liability Insurance

Yes (please tick)

Renewal Date

(Minimum £5,000,000)

What will you be selling?
(please be specific)

Are you selling, serving or Yes
You will need to apply for a TENS licence with Wiltshire Council.
Please ensure this is received and a copy provided to the Town Council no
giving away alcohol?
th
later than Friday 28 October 2022.

NB – If you are selling food, please include all food hygiene certificates with this
application, preferably renewed within the last 3 years.
Payment Details
Business
Charity

Please make cheques payable to Royal Wootton Bassett Town Council or
Bacs payments to Account: 01387413 Sort code: 40-47-16

£42
£20

Receipt number:
Receipt number:

Please note, applications will not be accepted unless payment and
Public Liability Insurance (Minimum £5,000,000) are enclosed with the stall application form.
I have read and agree to abide by the terms and conditions
available from the Council Office and shown in the March 2022 issue of The Bulletin .
Signed

Date

RETURN TO: Royal Wootton Bassett Town Council, 117 High Street, Royal Wootton
Bassett, Wiltshire, SN4 7AU | Tel: 01793 850222
VAT Reg. No. 348 547 718
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Did You Know?
Events – If you are organising a local charity event, we can advertise this (space
permitting) on one of our seven notice boards around the town. These are located at:

Activities Page
To Colour In

- Woodshaw toddler play park
- Woodshaw Tesco’s
- Under the Town Hall
- Gainsborough shops
- High Street, adjacent to Manor House
- Junction of Station Road/Noremarsh
- Boroughfields outside Sainsbury’s
Please hand in your A5 poster to 117 High Street or send a copy to:
enquiries@royalwoottonbassett.gov.uk
Charity Stalls – You can book a charity stall free of charge on a Wednesday or Saturday.
For more information and to apply, call the office on 01793 850222 or email:
enquiries@royalwoottonbassett.gov.uk (please note some restrictions apply)
Family History – If you are researching your family tree, burial records, dating back to
1971, in Downs View Cemetery are available to view at www.royalwoottonbassett.gov.uk

Cemetery update
In April 2022, you may have noticed some work taking place at the bottom entrance of
the cemetery.
This is the new area for interment of ashes and will allow for a further 100 interments in
the cemetery.
We send big thanks to our Grounds Team who completed the works.
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Your Councillors
Royal Wootton Bassett Town Council
Tel: 01793 850222, E-mail:
enquiries@royalwoottonbassett.gov.uk
www.royalwoottonbassett.gov.uk
Find us on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and
LinkedIn
117 High Street, Royal Wootton
Bassett, Wiltshire SN4 7AU
Michelle Temple
Administrative Services Manager
& Acting Town Clerk

South & West Ward

Prof. Michael Cotton - 01793 285506
18 Saltspring Drive SN4 7SD
michaelcotton@royalwoottonbassett.gov.uk
Paul Heaphy - 07896 305861
paulheaphy@royalwoottonbassett.gov.uk
Turnpike Cottage, Marlborough Road, SN4 7SA
Sue Hughes - 01793 323351
suehughes@royalwoottonbassett.gov.uk
8 Glebe Road, SN4 7DU
Eve Silvester, Deputy Mayor - 07919 624090
evesilvester@royalwoottonbassett.gov.uk
15 Brynards Hill, SN4 7ER
Carole Tan - 01793 854464
caroletan@royalwoottonbassett.gov.uk
73 New Road, SN4 7DQ
Josephine Holloway - temporarily
unavailable

North Ward

Rob Anstee - 01793 670822
93 Saffron Close, SN4 7JD
robanstee@royalwoottonbassett.gov.uk
Sandra Brinckley - 07944 415437
sandrabrinckley@royalwoottonbassett.gov.uk.
45 Buxton Way SN4 8JB

Pat Farrow, Mayor
01793 849486, Mob 07590 049333
patfarrow@royalwoottonbassett.gov.uk
17 Branscombe Drive SN4 8HP.
Nic Hughes - 01793 323351
nichughes@royalwoottonbassett.gov.uk
8 Glebe Road, SN4 7DU
Andrew Matthews - 07789 016559
andrewmatthews@royalwoottonbassett.gov.uk
12 Crosstrees, SN4 8FB

Jenny Stratton
01793 850310 mob: 07818 450651
jennystratton@royalwoottonbassett.gov.uk
35 Sheridan Drive, SN4 8JJ
Steve Walls - 01793 631448
stevewalls@royalwoottonbassett.gov.uk
5 Sheridan Drive, SN4 8JJ
East Ward

Steve Bucknell - 01793 854421
stevebucknell@royalwoottonbassett.gov.uk
The Little House, 154 High Street, SN4 7AB
Fiona Holness - 07833 683444
8 Crosstrees, SN4 8FB
fionaholness@royalwoottonbassett.gov.uk
Steve Watts - temporarily unavailable

Wiltshire Council Councillors & M.P.
South & West Ward
David Bowler - 07814 664773
david.bowler@wiltshire.gov.uk
2 Orchard Park, Rope Yard, SN4 7BP

North Ward

East Ward

MP - North Wiltshire
James Gray - 020 7219 6237
jamesgraymp@parliament.uk
House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA

Mary Champion - 07976 949660
mary.champion@wiltshire.gov.uk
54 Longleaze SN4 8AP

Steve Bucknell - 01793 854421
steve.bucknell@wiltshire.gov.uk
The Little House, 154 High Street, SN4 7AB
42 COMMUNITY
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